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The Premier: Yes, that is admifted and
the need recognised.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I might even suggest
that the Premier has promised the provi-
slon of a hospital at that centre.

The Premlier: No, I said one was needed.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I suggest that the
Premier did promise action in that matter.

Mr, W. Hegney: Have you seen the hos-
pital at Pinjarra?

Mr. LAWRENCE: It is a beauty.

The Premier; You are a very observant
person,

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not know that
the Premier sald the hospital was needed
and that he would provide it. Perhaps
he spoke with his tongue in his cheek or
made a legitimate mistake. I do not know
thet the Premier would be silly enough
to say that he would provide it without
knowing what it would cost.

The Premier: I said that it was needed.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I think I can produce
in writing what was sald.

The Premier: I did not put it In writing.

Mr. LAWRENCE: On the matters I have
mentioned as affecting my electorate,
namely, housing, education and hospitals,
I trust the Premlier will take steps to
improve the existing position.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 11.31 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

CEMENT, IMPORTED.

As to Auditor General’s Report on Ezx-
penditure,

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN asked the
Premier:

(1) Will he inform the House who were
the industrial users of cement, mentioned
on page 38 of last year’s report of the
Auditor General, when he was reporting
on imported cement issues to industrial

users?
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(2) Is it his intention to carry oui his
promise of the 11th September when he
said, “I can assure the hon. member that
notice will be taken of the Auditor Gen-
eral's report’?

(3} If so, does he propose to bring down
a Bill to validate the expenditure by the
Government, or an item that can be dis-
cussed by Parliament?

(4) If not, why not?
The PREMIER. replied:

(1) Hume Pipe Company, Hume Steel
Ltd.; Denaro Concrete Block Manufactur-
ing Company; Standard Tile Company:
Peter Pan Tile Company; Swan Block
Company. .

(2), (3) and (4) Notice has heen taken
of the Auditor General’s report on this
guestion, but as the matter concerned was
one of book-keeping, it is considered that
no further action is necessary.

(See Auditor General’'s Report,
p.4l.)

1952,

TRANSPORT.
As to Week-end Passengers,

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

In reply to previous questions, he de-
scribed week-end travellers on passenger
transport as *“Mainly pleasure seekers.”

(1) Is this statement based on known

flgures or is it an opinion?

If there are figures to support

this statement, do they indicate

that the position is the same
on all routes?

(3) If there are no figures existing,
will he cause investigation to be
made to ascerfain whether this
opinion 1s, or is not, accurate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1), ¢2) and (3) In general, transport
of passengers is continually under obser-
vation.

The opinion was expressed from the
knowledge of the general position and in
the light of the facts mentioned in reply to
guestion 3 on the 25th October last.

An investigation in detail as now sug-
gested by the hon. member would appear
to be possible only by interrogation of all
week-end passengers and is not considered
practicable.

2)

HOSPITALS.
(a) As to New Building, Northam.
Hon. A. R. Q. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Health:

What progress has been made to date
in relation to her undertaking to have a
new hospital constructed at Northam?
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The MINISTER replied:

A site has been selected, and ﬁnal sur-
vey is awaited. No other work is necessary
at present because the provision at Nor-
tham was to be subsequent to the pro-
posed new hospitels at Albany, Bunbury
and Geraldton.

Meanwhile, over £25,000 has been spent
during the last three years to improve the
existing hospital.

(b) As to Additions, Kununoppin.
Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
‘Works:

Will he lay upon the Table of the House
all flles dealing with the additions to the
Kununoppin hospital?

* The MINISTER repled:
Yes, for one week.

{¢) As to Additions, Hellerberrin, Kunun-
oppin and Wyalkatchem.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Health:

Will she lay upon the Table of the
House all files dealing with the additions
to the following hospitals:—EKellerberrin,
Kununoppin and Wyalkatchem?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes, at an early date.

{d) As to Ezxtensioms, Dalwalliny,
Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minister for
Health:

Will she lay on the Table of the House
the flle dealing with proposed extensions
to the Dalwallinu hospital?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, at an early date.

fe) As to New Building, Meekatharra,

Mr. O'BRIEN asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) When Is & commencement likely to
be made with the proposed new hospital
at Meekatharra?

(2) In the meantime, is it intended to
make urgently required improvements to
the kitchen and other sections of the
existing building, including the lavatory
accommodation?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) We hope in the next financial year.

{2) Yes, but on an ebsolutely minimum
basis.

FLAX INDUSTRY.

As to Reguesting Commonwealth
Assistance.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Pre-
mier:
(1) Is he aware that the Common-

wealth Government has recently approved
of an expenditure of £140,000 by the Com-
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monwealth Flax Production Commission
for use in South Australin and Victoria
to revitalise the flax industry in those
States?

(2) Could the flax industry at Boyup
Brook in this State be further expanded
it Commonwealth financial assistance
were made available?

(3) If so, will he make representations
accordingly to the Commonwealth?

The PREMIER:

(1) Yes. The money is to be used for
conversion of dew refting mills to tank
retting, which is the process used in this
State.

(2) Yes. Provided additional growers
can be induced to enter the industry, ad«
ditional equipment could be installed, and
if output warrants it, a small spinning
auglsgveyavlng mill could be established here.

es.

EDUCATION.
Az to New School, North Northam.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Min-
ister for Education:

When is the department's appropriate
officer likely to make a report regarding
the question of selecting & site for the
construction of a new school at I.eake
Estate, North Northam?

The MINISTER replied:

The selection of a site for the construe-
tion of a school at Leake Estate, North
Northam, was the subject of recent in.
quiry by the Director of Educatlon.

These recommendations are now the
subject of inquiry by the Principal Archi-
tect, P W.D,, as the outcome of their con-
sideration by the School Sites Committee.

FREE MILK SCHEME.
As to Committee’s Report on Substitute.

Mr., McCULLOCH asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Is it a fact that a committee has
investigated the practicability of substi-
tuting milk in powdered form as a free
issue to schools, where it has been found
immpossible to deliver whole milk under
the ‘“free milk to school children scheme”?

(2) If the answer to (1) is in the
afirmative, what is the finding of the
committee?

(3) If in the negative, is it proposed to
do anything to give some substitute to
children in country schools, iIn leu of
whole milk, as is being issued to children
in metropolitan schools?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} In September, 1951, the State Advis-
ory Commitiee concerned with the distri-
bution of free milk to school children

under the Commonwealth-State agreement
recommended the use of milk in powdered
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form as a substitute for whole milk in
districts where the latter was not readily
available.

All country schools were circularised
and given details regarding their partici-
pation In the scheme by the use of
powdered milk, and many schools have
adopted this alternative.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

CHILD WELFARE.
As to Employment of School-age Children.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Child Welfare:

(1) How many licenses have been issued
during each of the last three years per-
mitting employment of children of school
age?

(2) What are the age limits of children
for whom such licenses have been issued?

{3) In what occupations is such employ-
ment permitted?

(4) What is the number of children
employed in each occupation-—

(a) under 14;
(b) between 14 and 16?7

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 19498-50, 502; 1950-51, 667; 1051-52,
716.

(2) Twelve to 14 years.

(3) Selling of newspapers and program-
mes.

(4) These figures are not available, but
it is anticipated that approximately 90 per
cent. of the permits are for newspaper -
selling and the balance for programme
selling.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Increased Provision for Norseman.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is it a fact that four diesel booster
stations are to be erected along the Cool-
gardie-Norseman water line?

(2) What is the cost of installations,
and the estimated cost of operation and
maintenance? Will not this increase the
price of water delivered to Norseman?

(3) Has the Weater Supply Department
been refused extra electric power for
operating automatic controlled electric
booster pumps?

(4) What will be the increase in daily
supply?

(5) Is It a fact that f & pipe lne is
large enough, water will gravitate to
Norsemsan?

(6) What s the present average daily
gallonage pumped to Norseman?

(7) What is the estimated maximum
gallonage that could be dellvered to Norse-
man through the present 8in. conduit
daily?
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(8) Will this gquantity meet the present
and estimated future water reguirements
of Norseman including departmental es-
timate of requirements for grassing and
maintaining a grassed surface recreation
oval and swimming-pool?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes,

(2) Estimated to cost £80,000. Estimated
cost of operation and maintenance when
fully developed to maximum capacity,
£20,000 per year.

The boosting will increase the overall
cost of delivering water; a gravity supply
would resulft in heavy capital cost and
higher annual costs.

(3) No.

(4) 170,000 gallons per day delivered at
Norseman.

(5) Yes.

(6) In summer, 300,000 gallons per day
ex main conduit at Coolgardie. In winter,
250,000 gallons per day ex main conduit at
Coolgardie.

() Without using any booster pumps,
210,000 gallons per day. Using the original
electrically operated booster pumps at
Coolgardie and Norseman, 280,000 gallons
per day. Using the four diesel powered
stations constructed, or to be constructed,
450,000 gallons per day.

(8) Yes.

HOUSING.
As to Vacant Railwaey Home, Bassendean.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is he aware that in Scaddan-st.,
Bassendean, an empty house is the prop-
erty of the Railway Department?

(2) That a number of railway men (some
under threat of evictlon) are anxious
to obtain tenancy of the emply house
referred to?

(3) Can he state why the house referred
to is kept vacant whilst there is a demand
for same?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) The house has been allotted to &
railway employee, but before allowing pos-
session there are a few essential repalrs
necessary which it s hoped wiil be com-
pleted in the near future.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS.

As to Malcolm-st Block.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

When does he expect the temporary
buildings in Malcolm-st. to be completed,
and what i5 the anticipated cost?
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The MINISTER replied:

I have made some tentative inquiries.
The buildings will be finished at approxi-
mately Xmas time and the cost will not
be a great deal over the estimate of £70,000
odd.

TRAFFIC.
As to Causeway Regulations.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked the
Minister for Police:

Have regulations been gazetted to regu-
late traffic on the Causeway?

The MINISTER replied:

There are regulations governing traffic
across the Causeway, but whether there
are any particular regulations dealing with
it I do not know. I ask that the question
be addressed (o the Minister for Local
Government, within whose sphere it comes.

FISHERIES.
As to Opening of Crayfishing Season.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Fisheries:

Will he explain why a regulation was
issued altering the date of the crayfishing
season from 15th November to 24th Novem-
ber, and is he aware that this alteration
has seriously interfered with the arrange-
ments made by the crayfishermen at Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER reptied:

The date was decided upon by the
Superintendent of Fisheries after consul-
tation with representatives of C.SIR.O,
It was decided that that was a suitable
and proper date, having in view the in-
terests of the crayflshing grounds.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Brands Act Amendment.

2, The Fremantle Gas and Coke Com-
panys Act Amendment.

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—TR.AFFICNA(;T AMENDMENT
{Ne. 3).

Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION CHARGES, ETC.

As to Inquiry by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 5th November
on the following motion by Hon., BE.
Nulsen:—

That in the opinion of this House
& Royal Commission should be ap-
pointed to Inguire into the high
charges for electricity and gas, also
the administration of the State Elec-
tricity Commission,
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THE MINISTER FOE WORES (Hon.
D. Brand—Greenough) (4.451: I feel that
the hon. member, when moving this
motion, was in many respects misinformed.
We know that, as an ex-Minister, he is
loath to indulge in accusations or con-
demnations without feeling that he is in
possession of the facts, but as a result of
my Investigations into certain of the
allegations he made I must, in fairness to
all concerned, state that those things were
not so. The Commission was appointed
in March, 1946, and inherited an electricity
supply which was based on East Perth.
For many reasons that power house was
not in geod condition; in fact, in a general
way, it can be said to have been fairly in-
efficient.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I think the power house
was fairly efficilent at that time,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It had
only one modern unit which, at that time,
was elght years old. Anyone who has in-
spected the East Perth power house must
realise that “A” station is composed of
very old machinery which does not make
for efficiency or economical running.

Hon. E. Nulsen: It has done a wonderful
iob.

The Attorney QGeneral: 1t was the worst
blunder that was ever perpetrated.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The new
unit that was installed did an excellent
job and ran for a number of years without
any major overhaul, Great credit is due
to those who were responsible for keeping
it running. As members know, it is neces-
sary that modern machinery should have
an adequate system of maintenance if it is
to give efficient running and long life in
return for the large capital outlay invol-
ved. Not only the electrical generating
equipment, but also the boiler equipment
at “A” station was in a bad way and,
owing to the high consumption of coal,
heavy costs were involved in the produc-
tion of electricity throughout the period
of the war and the years immediately fol-
lowing.

Mr. May: Do you not think better
guality coal would help?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think we are getting good quality Collie
coal.

Mr. May: Then you had beiter make
some inquiries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commission has not complained of the
quality of the coal, but I daresay steps
could be taken, In the lght of modern
invention and science, by means of which
the quality of the coal could be improved.

Mr. May: Do you think you are get-
ting the best quality Collie coal now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not in a position to say whether we are
getting the very best, but we are getting
the average production of Collie coal.
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_Mr. May: I know what you are get-
ting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commission also inherited long term
agreements such as those made with the
City of Perth and the Fremantle Electri-
city and Transport Board. Under them
it was compelled to sell approximately 75
per cent. of the electricity it generated at
a8 price materially below cost, and that
continued throughout the period when
costs rose so rapidly. Because those
agreements contained no relief clause the
department was forced to continue to sell
electricity at a price much below the cost
of production. The East Perth power
station and the reticulated system had &
capitalisation of between £2,000,000 and
£3,000,000 and had never been depre-
ciated. The whole of the plant and equip-
ment stood in the books at the original
cost. Therefore, any statements as to
profits made up to the time of the Com-
mission taking over would, I think, be
considered by any reasonable person to be
misleading.

When the Commission was in process
of taking over the chairman advised his
then Minister of that position. In dis-
cussion with the Treasury Department,
the chairman indicated that until the
agreement with the Perth City Council
and the Fremantle Municipality had been
either terminated or amended it must be
expected that large deficits would be
made. He therefore indicated that the
policy of the Commission would be to
negotiate for the purchase of local auth-
ority undertakings and until progress had
been made in that direction the Trea-
sury would be called upon to meet the
deficits. However, he thought that in
four or five years, under such an arrange-
ment, the Commission, given fair support,
would be able to stand on its own feet
finanecially.

As members will recall, negotiations
were carried on with the Perth City Coun-
¢il and were successfully concluded to-
wards the end of 1948, and with the Pre-
mantle Municipal Tramways and Electric
Lighting Board this year. In the inter-
vening years the undertakings of the
various local authoritles in the metropoli-
tan area and in the South-West have
been purchased and the Commission's
financial hasis has been established. For
the information of the House, and in con-
tradiction of the hon. member’s statement,
the purchase price of these underiakings
has bheen capitalised and will be written
off in the usual! way. In additfon, provi-
sion has been made in the Commission’s
accounts for accumulating interest on the
purchase price, which will ultimately have
to be paid when settlement 1ls reached
with the various loeal authorities whose
undertakings have been taken over.

The position of the Commission began
to Improve after the acquisition of the
Perth City Council undertaking at the end
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of 1949, The chairman of the Commis-
sion gave an intimation to the Grants
Commission that the SE.C. would
probably have a deficit for another three
years hut said he anticipated it would
then stand on its own feet. This de-
ficit was to be funded in the usual way.
The chalrman's estimate has proved to
be quite correct. In the year 1949-50
the deficlt was £73,996, in 1950-51 it was
£68,193 and in 1851-52 it was £126,979,
making a total funded deficit of £269,000.
During those three years the Commission
was providing electricity to the Fremantle
Tramways and Eleciric Lighting Board at a
rate well below the cost of production and
this flgure of £269,000 was, in the main,
a deficit arising from that source. The
accounts for the quarter ended the 30th
September last show a small surplus for
both the electricity and gas departments. It
is now reasonable fo assume that the
financial year ending on the 30th June,
1953, will conclude with either a small
surplus or a balanced ledger. As members
will reeall, the hon. member made
rather extravagant statements, saying that
the State Electricity Commission was in
a hopeless financial muddle and did not
know where it was going.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I still think that and
you have not proved otherwise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I pro-
pose to show that the Commission knows
just where it is going and that its fin-
ancial position has been stabilised.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Naturally the Com-
mission will tell us that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
deficit which now amounts to £900,000 be-
longed to an era when the Commission
was forced, because of the contracts to
which I previously referred, to provide
electriecity to various undertakings at a
rate below the cost of production, and
the hon member knows that.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That had been going
on for a long time. They had only a
small portion of that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is not so, as flgures will prove. It is dif-
ficult to quote a number of figures as
proof but they do show, and papers can
be produced to prove it, that the main
part of the deficit was caused because
of those long-range contracts.

Hon. E. Nulsen: For the years 1946
to 1948 there was a deficit of £90,000 only
and the price of electricity at that time
was .75d., .80d and .85d.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At that
particular time costs were beginning to
rise ropidly, and the large expenditure
and the number of men employed by the
Commission brought about a rapidly in-
creasing deficit At that time the basie
wage was rising and that brought with
it increased costs in other directions.
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Naturally, as the price of electricity was
held down to & rate fixed in the dim
distant past, 8 defieit was quickly accumu-
lated. The hon. member sald that the
Commission is in a financiai muddle and
does not know where it Is going, but I
am sure that all Western Australians who
are fair enough to look at this thing in
a reasonable way will consider that from
1946 the Commission, as a band of men,
has given excellent service and has direc-
ted the affairs of the department in a
mest efficient manner; the state of
affairs that exists today is a credit to
all concerned.

I repeat that the Commission inherited
a very badly worn out show. I am not
going iInto the pros and cons of who is
responsible or whether any blame is at-
tachable to any particular person, The
war years have to be considered as do
the many difficulties associated with that
period, but the fact remains that the
Commission inherited this situation.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I definitely refute
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I{ can-
not be refuted; the facts are there and
were there for all to see.

Hon. E. Nulsen: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Apart
from the new 25,000 k.w. machine, which
everyone knows as No. 6 generator, the
rest of the powerhouse was ancient and
wellworn. No reliance could be placed on
any other part of the powerhouse and
the 25000 kw. machine could not be
helped in order to give any measure of
relief. I say that the hon. member has
been 11l advised because the Commission
1Se—m

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have not been ill-
advised unless your representatives have
been ill-advising members.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: —seli-
ing electricity at rates comparable with
those of the larger undertakings in the
Eastern States. The general manager,
when addressing a meeting of Legacy,
made that statement and it would have
been completely foolish of him to say
that if it could not be proved because he
knows very well—

Hon. E. Nulsen: He cannot prove it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: —that
there are people who are most anxious to
prove that he was wrong. Those people
would leave no stone unturned in that re-
gard. I have had circulated throughout
the House a plan regarding the test of
a meter and a lst of fAgures, which will
indicate that our price for electricity
compares very favourably with the cost
of electricity in the other States.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What do you mean by
“compares very favourably?”
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
figures indicate that our rates are as
gltw:.: as or cheaper than those in other

ates.

Hon. E. Nulsen; Ours are definitely not
cheaper; they are dearer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member says “we are definitely not
cheaper.”” I say that we are; I have the
figures to prove it.

Hon. E. Nulsen:
on them later.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very
well, I will be glad if the hon. member
does, The member for Eyre also made
an attack on the Commission and myseif—
it was more or less a kindly attack hut
nevertheless it was an attack—by stating
that we had handed over full power to
Mr. Edmondson.

Hon. E, Nulsen: Which you did.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: By in-
terjection I sald that we had handed over
no power to him, or no more than would
be handed over to a manager of any big
undertaking in order that he might assert
his authority. Throughout his speech the
hon. member reiterated his point, and it
seemed to me that there was some intent
behind his remarks in concentrating on
the general manager in order to make
it a point of attack. The hon. member
appears to have entirely misunderstood
or misread something from the Auditor
General’s report, and it Is important that
the members of this House should have
the position clarified for them. The para-
graph in the Auditor General's report on
which the hon. member based his asser-
}ion, and which he quoted, reads as fol-
ows:—

On the 12th May, 1949, the Com-
mission decided that—

(a) All payments, purchases,
works, services and stafl mat-
ters, both salaried and wages,
shall be authorised by the
general manager and chlef
englneer or by those officers
authorised in writing by him
from time to time,

(b) This sauthority was subse-
quently approved by the Hon.
the Minister and has since
been saccepted by the audit
for authority for all expendi-
ture other than that referred
to in Section 22 of the Act,
and as authority for staff ap-
pointments, transfers and
salary increases. Rates and
conditions of salary and wages
employees were checked with
the relevant awards and the
authority of the general man-
ager obtained for special
rates and conditions. As from
the 1st July, 1049, lists of
expenditure are bheing signed
by the general manager.

I will challenge you

[ASSBEMELY,]

Hon. E, Nulsen: In accordance with the
Auditor General’s report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I see
nothing wrong with, that whatsoever.
Early in 1949 the Auditor General's officer
drew attention to the fact that various
papers covering expenses, ete., were being
signed by different officers and that he,
as auditor, would require—as he would
in any Government department—author-
ity from the Commission, approved by the
Minister, before he could pass the various
payments, In fact, the wording of the
authority that I have already read to the
House is almost identical with that
drafted hy the Auditor General's officer.
Therefore, what the Commission did and I
approved of in respect to handing over
power to this so-called dictator, is only
what the Auditor General requires. Any
general manager would require that auth-
ority in order to deal with matters coming
before him from day to day and bearing
in mind the fact that whatever he does
he is still responsible to the Commission.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Does the manager of
the State Implement Works have the same
authority?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I could
not say.

Hon. E, Nulsen: Or the manager of the
State Engineering Works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
assume that the general manager or the
senior officer, whoever he may be, would
have delegated to him similar authority.

Mr. Hutchinson: It appears that the
member for Eyre has misconstrued the
Auditor General’s report,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course he has, but I prefer to ignore that
and deal with the facts because I con-
sider that he has obtained information
which was not founded on fact and may
be, to some extent, & little biassed.

Hon. E, Nulsen: I think your insinua-
tion is wrong because I obtained most
of my information from the Auditor Gen-
eral’'s report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
only expressed my opinion. I have not
attempted to insinuate anything that
might mislead the members of this House.

:EIon. E. Nulsen: No, of course you would
not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I asked
the hon. member from where he obtained
his information and he repled that he
got it from an engineer in Melbourne and
I accepted that. He sald he did not want
to disclose the name of his authority, and
I accepted that.

The Premier:
say?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes, an
engineer in Melbourne. A similar posi-
tion exists In various departments

In Melbourne, did you
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throughout the Public Service whereby
officers are authorised to engage certaln
employees and make payments. The auth-
ority that has been delegated to the
general manager of the State Electricity
Commission does not in any way Inter-
fere with the authority given under the
Act to the Commission and the Minister,
Although alarm was expressed by the hon.
member it will be recognised that his con-
cern is based merely on the wording of a
normal departmental requirement, and
that the authority given to Mr. Edmond-
son {s only that which is generally given
to a manager of a large undertaking.

The member for Eyre also said that
the Commission is being operated and
controlled by one man; the general man-
ager and chief engineer. It appears that
throughout the speech of the hon. mem-
ber on the motion, which is designed to
influence this House to appoint a Royal
Commission to inquire into many phases
and actlvitles of the State Electricity
Commission, his remarks were centred
upon one man. The members of the Com-
mission, which has been referred to as an
allegedly moribund one, were, with three
exceptions, selected by the Leader of the
Opposition who was then the Minlster in
charge. I would also point out that the
Commission was gppointed by the Minis-
try of which the member for Eyre was a
well-respected and senior member.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have not reflected
on their characters.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
members of the State Electricity Commis-
slon are Messrs. R. J. Dumas, Chairman;
F. C. Edmondson, Deputy Chairman; A. J.
Reld, Under Treasurer; J. Lowe, couniry
consumers’ representative; A. Richter,
employees’ representative; N. Fernie, who
resigned in March 1952 and was replaced
by Mr. D. O. Temby; J. F. Ledger, metro-
politan consumers’ representative, who
was appointed in 1949. I would also point
out that Mr. N. Fernie replaced Mr, W. H.
Taylor, who resicned in 1948. These men
are well known to most members of this
House, and it is absurd for the member
for Eyre to suggest that they would hand
over the authority of the Commission to
the general manager.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Which they did do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
did not; they handed over just what they
felt was necessary and in accordance with
the Auditor General's advice and require-
ments. During my experience as Minister
for Electricity—and I am sure also that
this Is the experience of my predecessors
—the Commission has functioned with
great energy. Led by the chairman, I feel
its objective was to establish a commis-
sion or an authority which would give the
metropolitan area and other areas a secure
supply of electricity at a price comparable
with other States. After having looked
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over the records of the last two years, I
feel it has achieved this objective. If we
considered these men Individually, we
would appreciate that they would not
hand over any authority that was neces-
sary to them for the efficient running and
wellbeing of the commission. Therefore,
in regard to this one-man control and the
handing over of control to the general
manager, to which the member for Eyre
referred, I would say the whole case has
been bullt up on false premises, and
should not in any way sway members of
this House when making a final decision.

Mr. J. Hegney: How often does the
Commission sit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
it sits fortnightly. I have some papers
here to which I will refer later, bearing
on that matter. Another charge made by
the hon. member is that the Commission
is belng inefficiently managed and ad-
ministered.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That is my opinion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As a
result of that, he feels it will not be long
before private enterprise will be better
off having its own bplant, and that the
cost of electricity supplied to consumers
is excessive compared with that supplied
in the capitals of the Eastern States. It
is extremely difficult for a layman to make
any comparison of the rates at which
electricity 1s supplied for indusirial and
power purposes, and nobody who looks at
the schedules for the capitals of Austra-
la could come to that conclusion. I think
the Leader of the Opposition would not
deny that it is difficult to make a reason-
able comparision. The only way to do so
in respect to domestic or industrial rates
would be to take an average. In the East-
ern States over a number of years, cer-
tain special supply rates have been de-
veloped, known as the off-peak perlod rates.
The hon. member referred to these ofi-peak
period rates.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I did, and they must
be taken into consideration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
rate is the water-heating night rate; this
15 for people who provide reservoirs and
tanks and have their water heated at
night, the electricity they consume being
at a cheaper rate. This was Introduced
to build up the night load in order to have
an equal pull on electricity, seelng that
certain generation had to go on for those
who worked shifts and required electricity
during the night. But because of rapidly
rising costs and the very cheap rate
provided for this off-load period, this
night off-peak period has now grown to
be a nightmare. The authoritles in the
Eastern States find it difficuit to cope
with the demand made upon them in the
off-peak period, and are very anxious to
make some amendment to the policy they
tave adopted.
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Hon. E. Nulsen:
in existence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is,
but the authorities are most anxious to
make some amendment to bring the rate
up 50 as Lo equalise the demand now made.
So why cannot we benefit by their mistakes
and take note of what they have done?
Why should not we do as the Commission
proposes to do, and have a rate on a
sliding-scale the basis of which is that the
more the consumer uses over a certain
minimum, the cheaper the rate? I would
like to say that the Commission has stood
firm, even in the case of the Anglo-Iranian
0il Coy.., which company proposes to use
thousands of kilowatts.

Mr. Dumas, who returned recently from
England, and Sir Guy Copper who is here
representing the company, have intimated
that the Anglo-Iranian Oil Coy. is now
satisfled that it will take our power at
our standard rates—those laid dewn for
everyone else. Therefore, if there is any-
thing In what the hon. member suggests
about private enterprise finding it cheaper
to produce its own power, I would say
that a company such as this, with all the
heating fuel at its disposal and the most
economical means of generating electricity,
would do so, and would not want to take
power from this allegedly inefficiently
administered department, particularly if
it could produce power cheaper itself.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That does not prove
anything. I say that ultimately it will
pay each householder to produce his own
electricity because costs are going up all
the time,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I Eknow
that; but so is the basic wage, and other
costs.

Mr. Styants: Always the baslc wage!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member says that with a smile; it
is so factual that he cannot do anything
else. The basic wage is going up and so
are the costs of all other services, but
that is not a matier which I propase to
discuss during this debate.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Can the Minister
tell the House why the basic wage is
going up?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
just said it is not a matter for discussion
during this debate. It is not the fault of
one particular party or Government,-or
any particular country.

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke:
look at Electronic Zinc Ltd.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
best way members can obtain a comparison
that is easily understandable is to do as
I have done. I have, set out on the cards,
the various rates which are applied in the
capitals throughout Australia. These have
been set out by the general manager for
three categories, namely—

Nevertheless, it is still

You should
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(a) The careful man, using the

minimum of electricity.
Hon, E. Nulsen: The careful man.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next are—
(b) The man using the average
househelder’s consumption,
(¢) The man who has installed
many electrieal alids, bringing his con-
sumption up.

Mr. Graham: Have you similar figures
in regard to gas?

The MINISTER FOCR WORKS: 1 have
not the fizures here in respect to gas; I
am replying to the hon. member’s motion
in regard to electricity rates. I may say
for the hon. member’s information that I
understand—and I say only that I under-
stand—the cost of gas in the Eastern
States is greater than in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Graham: But the quality here is
poorer,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not say whether it is poorer. The mem-
ber for East Perth made that statement.
T might reply that it is not, and certainly
he would have no proof.

Hon, E. Ntilsen: The calorific value is
lower.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It con-
forms to the standards laid down. The
gas coal we require, other than what s
consumed ex-Collie, is imported from the
Eastern States and to the cost of the.
generation of gas must be added that ad-
ditional expenditure.

Mr. Styants: And you boost the gas
up with oil.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, we
boost certain Collie coals with oil, but it
all goes to indicate that we, In Western
Australia, are far removed from the
coalfields of the Eastern States where the
gas coal is available, and yet are doing
very well in keeping the price of gas
within reasonable limits and at a price
comparable with that obtaining in the
Eastern States.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Did I under-
stand the Minister to say that the Audi-
tor General had recommended the grant-
ing of these additional powers and auth-
oritles to the general manager?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I do
not know why the Leader of the Opposi-
tion poses that question now, but I am in-
formed that the Auditor General’s re-
presentative suggested that certain powers
be given to one man In respect of the
signing of documenis in order that we
might avoid the problem of officers—evi-
dently many officers—approving payments
and taking such actions as perhaps might
be expected to be vested in one officer.
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Even if that were
sc, it would be only one power out of
several.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Never-
theless, the Commission has vested the
general manager with this particular
authority. The members of the Commis-
sion stated definitely that this was in
keeping with the sugpestion put forward
by the officer of the Audit Department,
and to that extent I feel that the general
manager has no more authority than
would be possessed by any general man-
ager in other circumstances. In any event,
he is responsible to0 the Commissioners at
their fortnightly meetings. It is, I think,
useless for the member for Eyre to state
in broad terms, as he did without any
detailed evidence to back up his assertion,
that the Commission was inefficiently
managed and that it did not know where
it was heading financially.

The facts before us are that the Com-
mission has to date heen able to balance
its budget and at the same time is able
to supply householders with electricity
more cheaply than is the experience of
consumers in other capital clties through-
out the Commonwealth. I shall quote to
the House the rates about which we have
heard so much. I shail give the average
prices of electricity charged to house-
holders in the capital cities. Where the
consumption is 620 units per annum, the
average cost in those cities is—

Brishane 3.935d.
Sydney 3.4844.
Melbourne 3.4974.
Adelaide 4.303d.
Perth 3.323d.

Where the average consumption is 824
units per annum, the consumer pays the
following average prices per unit—

Brishane 3.456d.
Sydney 3.2624.
Melbourne 3.0874.
Adelaide 3.718d.
Perth 3.17d.

On the other hand, it may be said that
there are people who use more than the
average quantity. I made reference to
that particular category by saying that
those people were taking advantage of the
many electrical aids now available to the
householder. Where such people used
1,200 units per annum, the average charges
in the capital cities are—

Brisbane 3d.

Sydney 3.043d.
Melbourne 3.044d.
Adelaide 3.163d.
Perth 3.034.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How many units
would the average consumer use in a year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
those flgures. The averasge number of
units eonsumed in Perth per annum is 824
and the consumer in Perth pays an aver-
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age of 3.17d. per unit for what is used,
taken on the average. I understand that
is slightly lower than the average in Mel-
bourne. In Sydney the consumer pays
3.262d. for current—when he can get it.
The member for Eyre’s figures for Mel-
bourne were misleading. I believe he has
ignored the fact that the Melbourne con-
sumer pays a service charge of 4s. 3d. per
quarter for each room in the house. That,
of course, materially increases the average
rate for each unit consumed. Because of
the room charge, the small consumer in
Melbhourne is paying as high as 8d, for
all units consumed.

With respect to the position in Sydney,
the hon. member alsp omitted to inform
the House that the domestie consumer
pays for 3% units per 100 square ft. of
floor area at the higher or primary rate.
I refer to our domestic rate which is all
based on & certain number of units allowed
for every 100 square ft. in the house, and
the current is paid for at the primary or
higher rate. I mentioned the payment for
34 units per 100 square ft. in Sydney. As
against that, the consumer in Perth pays
for only 2% units per 100 square ft. In
Syvdney a minimum consumption of 20
units is provided for. That means that the
consumer must pay for 20 units, whereas
in Western Australia no such minimum is
imposed. Therefore pecple who use liitle
Hehting benefit by the fact of there being
no minimum.

I also intend to say something about
minimum charges. In Perth the lower
minimum charge helps the small con-
sumer. The following particulars show the
minimum charges for electricity in all the
capital citles of Australia:—

Perth—10s. per quarter.
Adelaide—10s, 6d. per quarter,
Melbourne—10s. 6d. per quarter or pro
rata for portion of quarter,
Sydney—10s. per quarter.
Brisbane—15s. per quarter.

Thus the minimum charge in Western Aus-
tralia also compares favourably with that
in other capital cities. The hon. member
stated that the 40-cycle meter would not
function with accuracy on 50-cycle cur-
rent. This matter is much too technical
for me and I am not sure that the hon.
member himself understands it. It is on
this point that I challenge his information.
It is & point that has been raised time and
again because a number of consumers have
complained, believing that their meters
have turned at a faster rate since the intro-
duction of the 50-cycle current. I have
questioned authorities on this matter and
the advice of my officers is that there is
little or no difference; in fact, the 50-cycle
current may favour the consumer.

I felt that though I might talk all night
on this question, I would not be able to
satisfy the House and therefore I have
had graphs distributed to members in
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order that each may see the position for
himself, In Western Australia there is an
organisation known as the National As-
sociation of Testing Authorities. This
body has been set up by the Common-
wealth Government in order to provide
a neutral authority for people who might
doubt the pesition. Mr. D. W. Bowron is
the officer in charge of the department
here. He works with the State Electricity
Commission and the chart is authorised as
No. 47 of the association., The Act pro-
vides that there may be a maximum
of 2 per cent. inaceuracy in a meter.
The lines on the graph Indicate that a
test was made on a meter chosen ad
1ib. No adjustments were made be-
tween the tests. The lines show that there
was only a fraction of difference—in this
case It was slower—between the 50-cycle
and the 40-cycle current.

Mr. Styants: Was only one meter tested?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only one
meter was tested here, but do members
imagine that that question would not have
been considered seeing that it could be
ralsed here? These men concerned are
not altogether fools. No man of any stand-
ing would have furnished me with this
information in black and white unless its
accuracy could be proved.

Mr. Styants: You seem to know so much
about it. How many meters were tested?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not say, but if the hon. member wishes
to make further inquirles, he has my per-
mission to do so. I repeat that no respon-
sible person would furnish such s chart
unless it could be proved to be factual.

Mr. Graham: It is obvious that only
one meter was tested.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
officer concerned would not have put his
name to that chart unless he was satisfied
that it afforded fair average proof that
the meters function the same with 50-
cycle as with 40-cycle current.

Mr. Styants: Was this an average test
or a test of one unit?

The MINISTER FOR WOREB: The
chart is the result of the testing of one
meter; #t does not show an average. Any
member may go along and have more
meters tested If he so desires.

Mr. Styants: Another meter might give
an entirely different result.

Mr. Lawrence: Then what about the
adiustment of the meters?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: A
meter cannot be adjusted in relation to
the effect of 50-cycle or 40-cyele current.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Some people
have been prosecuted for adjusting their
meters.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
that is a very different sort of adjusting,
amounting as it does to interference with
the meter.
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Mal-adjustment.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I think your informa-
tion is wrong because meters can be ad-
Justed.

The MINISTER FOR WORERS: The
hon. member said that the error amounted
to as much as 25 per cent. I think he
was very unfair in making that state-
ment. He would have had to obtain some
technical advice, but the chart indicates
ft-ha: his information was not founded on
act.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A water supply
engineer once said that water meters were
never accurate but did not over-register.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
Leader of the Opposition, as an ex-Minis-
ter for Water Supplies, should know about
that., This chart, as I have explained,
indicates that an allowance to the extent
of 2 per cent. either way is made for
possible inaccuracy. The hon. member
categorically stated that the Commission
had never presented an annugl report for
tabling in the House as required by the
Act., That statement is not in accordance
with fact.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What rubhish! I did
believe some of your statements, but now
I shall not believe a word.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
the balance sheet has been serutinised by
the Auditor General, the report covering
the activities of the Commission for the
previous 12 months, giving the informa-
tion sought by the hon. member, together
with the Auditor General’s report, is for-
warded by the chairman of the Commis-
sion to me in accordance with Section 58
of the State Electricity Act, and I have
laid those papers on the Teable every year,

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have not seen any
of them apart from the Auditor General’s
report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
points ralsed by the hon. member re-
garding the meters and the tabling of the
reports were such as I considered should
be noted, and I have made a speelal effort
to have & thorough investigation under-
taken. Lest there might be substance in
the hon. member's complaint, the matter
was referred to the Solicitor General, who
advised that the papers as forwarded were
those required under Section 58 of the Act.
In this respect, as with many other sug-
gestions made by the hon., member, he
was not quite on the target.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Then there must be
a legal technicality because it was not a
report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not enter into an argument about legal
technicalities. All T know is that the
Solicitor General has advised that the
papers required under the Act to be tabled
have been tabled.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Then the Act ought
to be amended,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member also suggested that the Com-
mission sells electricity in bulk to sequired
stations. Some investigation has been
made into this statement. I cannot quite
understand what the hon. member means
but, taking the statement in its plain
terms, I can only say that the Commission
does not sell in bulk to acquired stations.
He also spoke of the formula which has
been developed to enable the Commission
to adjust its rates in accordance with the
increases in the basic wage and in the
price of coal. The formula has been
arrived at from calculations made by the
accounting staff of the Commission, and
submitted by the Commission to the Prices
Commissioner for examination.

This is not a case where the Prices
Commissioner has the right to decide the
price to be charged for electricity, as that
is outside his scope, but the formula was
submitted to him as he was considered
to be the best authority {o examine the
method by which the formula had been
developed. He was asked, if he disagreed,
to suggest an alternative. The Prices
Commissioner was quite satisfied. The
only way in which the correcthess of such
a formula can be tested is by actual
results obtained over a period of time.
This formula has now operated for 12
months, and due to the fact that the
Commission has got rid of the handicap
of the fixed price agreement with the
Fremantle Tramways and Electric Light-
ing Board, it is now able to balance its
budget. This is an indieation that the
public is not being overcharged.

The people here are not being charged
a rate higher than those in the other
States, and at the same time the Com-
mission is allowing for reasonable depre-
ciation and interest, and is able to pay
its way.

Mr. Styants: A good advertisement for
nationalisation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
heard the member for Kalgoorlie say that
quite often. The member for Eyre also
sald it was wrong for an executive officer
to be on the Commission at all.

. Hi;on. E. Nulsen: I definitely agree with
hat.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commission consists of seven members,
including the chairman, of whom three
are technlically qualified as provided for
in the Act. Since its inception the general
manager and chief engineer has been a
member of the Commission. This is in
accordance with the practice adopted by
industrial and commercial offices through-
out Australin. Amongst electricity under-
takings, the chairman of the State Electri-
city Commission of Victoria is the general
manager, and the same arrangement oc-
curs in New South Wales. In Tasmania
the general manager and the chief en-
gineer is the chairman of the Hydro-
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Electric Commission. Mr. W. H. Taylor,
late general manager and chief engineer
of the metropolitan system of the State
Electricity Commission, was a member of
the Commission. I feel there are pre-
cedents encugh to satisfy anyone that an
executive engineer or officer, such as Mr.
Edmondson, has a rightful place on the
Commission, Evidently the authoritles in
the Fastern States find it is necessary to
have such a man as the general manager
present at the Commission meetings in
order that it might have direct informa-
tion.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Are they actu-
ally members of the Commissions in South
Australia and Victoria?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The position is this, that amongst electri-
city undertakings the chairman of the
State Electricity Commission of Victoria
is also its manager. In the Electricity
Generating Commission of New South
Wales, the general manager and chief
engineer of the Bunnerong Power Station
is also chairman. The same thing applies
in Tasmania. Evidently these States see
nothing wrong with having an executive
officer, such as the genmeral manager, sit-
ting in on the Commission, and not as
the deputy chairman but the chairman.
I want to close by saying that the mem-
bers of the Commission at its last meeting
evidently were very surprised to read of
the allegations made in respect to them-
selves and the general manager, and they
forwarded to me this motion which was
passed at the meeting held on Thursday,
the 6th November, 1952—

The Commission has noted with
concern statements referring to the
Commission made in Parliament by
Mr. Nulsen, M.L.LA. Since its incep-
tion, the Commission has met regu-
larly ai least each fortnight. Each
month financial statements covering
the activities of the Commission are
presented, and each quarter a bal-
ance-sheet is also presented,

Therefore a close tag is kept on the
financial side—

Since 1949 annual reports and bal-
ance-sheets and profit and loss state-
ments have heen prepared and eudi-
ted. Commissioners are thoroughly
conversant with every phase of the
Commission’s financlal position and
undertakings, and the Commission
determines the general policy in all
major matters.

Therefore 1 feel that the accusations and
allegations made by the hon. member re-
garding high charges and inefficiency of
administration have not been well founded,
and that no case hes been made out for
a Royal Commission to inquire into the
undertaking,

Hon. E. Nulsen: Why not have a Royal
Commission to clear up any suspicion?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
quite satisfled, as I feel all members are,
that the State Electricity Commission is
doing o very good job. When we look back
over the past two yvears we find we have
had no breakdowns of electricity supplies
and that, on the contrary, there have been
adequate supplies. Mr. Beaumont, chief
electrical officer of the Anglo-Iranian Ofl
Co., sald to me that the power house was
very modern ang efficient and that he was
prepared to recommend that his under-
taking purchase its electricity from the
Commission because he was satisfied we
could provide it and that there would be
continuity of supply, which is very im-
portant. What is more, he was prepared
to take it at the standard rates which
have heen laid down for quite & time and
which the Commission has adhered to in
every case. Therefore I sincerely hope
the House will not pass the motion,

MR. BRADY (Gulldford-Midland)
[5.50]: I must support this motion because
of information that has come to me, and
because of my own interest in the matter.
It must be realised that Parliament is re-
sponsible for the State Electricity Com-
mission and the Commission is largely
answerable to Parliament for the success
or failure of the enterprise. Because so
many industries depend upon electricity
for power, it is essentinl that Parliament
should keep this concern in mind with a
view to seeing that costs do not get out
of hand; and if there is any way of re-
ducing costs, or if there is any maladminis-
tration or inefficiency, we should be on top
of the job immediately to effect such re-
duction and remedy such defects.

The Estimates for the current year indi-
cate the estimated revenue and expendi-
ture for 19563 and it is shown that, after
the Commission has handled about
£4,750,000 in revenue, it Is still going to
make a loss. I understand from the figures
quoted by the member for Eyre the other
evening that approximately £1,000,000 has
been lost already, and we notice that the
Commission is budgeting for a further loss
this year. Consequently, we must have
some regard for the motion moved by the
hon. member. He has dealt with the mat-
ter at the top level, a very essential level
at which to deal with it. I intend to ap-
proach it from the level of the individual
consumer of electricity, or from what
might be termed the bottom level, but
nevertheless a most important one. There
is an old saying that the first shall be
last and the last shall be first.

These consumers are paying the piper
and they have brought certain matters to
my notice. I must have regard for their
complaints and bring them before the
House. We are reminded that recently the
State Electricity Commission raised a loan
of over £1,000,000. I take it that was to
keep the show going and meet the deficits
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that are occurring from year to year. Side
by side with that, I have heard of two
local authorities that intend to make
claims on the State Electricity Commission
for £90,000 and £50,000 respectively, aris-
ing out of the fact that their undertakings
were taken over by the Commission. They
are only two of probably half-a-dozen local
guthorities in the metropolitan area which
have similar claims against the Commis-
sion.

The Minister for Works: It will be the
subject of arbitration if an agreement is
not reached.

Mr. BRADY: Be that as it may, if the
claims of those local governing bodies prove
to be only half correct, the sum recently
raised by loan will g0 nowhere.

The Minister for Works: That expendi-
ture had to be faced in any event.

Mr. BRADY: The matter is so import-
ant that we have to watch the position
closely or, before we know where we are,
a further loan will be floated for another
£1,000,000. We must look at the subject
from the point of view of the individual
ratepayer. I realise that the Minister for
Works has a certain difficulty in trying
to see two angles. I am not golng to
say that he is not trying to see both sides.
But the fact remains that the individual
electric light consumer has not the ear
of the Minister, as he has that of the
member for his district. He seeks out the
member and gives him the details, and
I propose to give to the House the detalls
I have recelved so that I can show the
Minister and members what is taking place.
It would appear that there ls room for
an investigation and that the motlon has
some justification.

I have already pointed out that there
are two local governing suthorities in my
electorate that intend to claim £80,000
and £50,000 respectively from the Commis-
sion. I do not know what other bodies
in the metropolitan area with a much big-
ger consuming power propose to claim but,
if their claims are in proportion, they
will make the recent loan look silly. Apart
from that, we must bear in mind that
there are certain fixed charges that the
State Electricity Commission has to meet
every year, whether it likes it or not.
For example, £60,000 must be found for
the City of Perth, In order to be able
to pay out money, a8 profit must be made,
hecause the money has to come from some-
where. For the next 50 years the Com-
mission has to find £60,000 for the City
of Perth in addition to having to pay
large sums to two local governing hodlles.
That will make things difficult for the
Comm/ssion.

In the last 48 hours, & consumer in
Gulildford asked me to ¢all on her to dis-
cuss her electric light account with a view
to finding out what was wrong, She said
that her habits as a consumer are prac-
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tically the same from week to week, from
month to month and from year to year.
She produced her accounts, which I have
in my hand. The account for the 4th
November this year is for £2 8s. 5d., where-
as for the 2nd November last year it was
19s, 11d. That is an increase of approxi-
mately 150 per cent. There are thousands
of consumers similarly afiected, and they
want to know what is happening, We are
aware of the situation of pensioners and
those on superannuation whose incomes
do not rise in proportion to the increase
in costs, of which electricity is one.

I do not want to continue along those
lines, but dozens of other complaints have
been made to me, and the strange part is
that I have not sought them. I have not
been going around to public and social
bodies and asking whether anybody had
a grievance against the Commission.
People have come to me and asked me
what is going on. I will quote a few
cases that have been referred to me, and
that might help the Minister to under-
stand the position. Some time ago, I
mentioned in the House the harsh effect
of the regulations upon certain people.
For instance, a man had built a hake-
house at a cost of approximately £1,000,
and wanted to have electricity installed
through his house to the bakehouse. The
Commission refused to do this, because
it said that the bakehouse should be on
a separate title to the house. I mentioned
the matter in this Chamber and also wrote
to the Commission, and ultimately there
has heen a compromise. Instead of tak-
ing the electricity through the house and
into the bakehouse, the Commission has
agreed to take it across the street and
into the bakehouse.

Another case concerns & man in Kala-
munda in the e¢lectorate of the member
for Darling Range. He told me that 30-ft.
poles had been placed along & certain road
for quite a distance and, to all intents and
purposes, the line was to go through that
area. The next thing that happened was
that all the poles were taken out. The
poles had been ready in the ground and
then they were removed because they had
to be put in another area altogether. I
em not sure that the member for the
district did not tell me he had drawn
attention to the matter at the time.

A fortnight ago I went to a fete at
Greenmount and a man told me he had
had wires installed, and was staggered at
the number of officers and inspectors who
interviewed him. He sald that 12 or 13
people hed seen him with regard to tak-
ing a small line into his place. I men-
tioned here last year that another con-
sumer of electricity in Guildford told me
he had wanted & small change made in
his installation to a shop nearby, and
five inspectors interviewed him. Even
then, he did not have the eleetricity put
where he wanted it.
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Then there is the matter of paying
money to the department. I understand
the position is that the department sends
a man to read meters and, instead of leav-
ing the accounts on the spot, he takes the
readings back to Perth and the accounts
are sent from there to the consumers,
and then the people have to keep their
eyes on the date and on the clock. They
have to go to a certain place at a certain
time to pay the accounts. The depart-
ment sends officers to Guildford and Mid-
land at the appointed time and place to
receive payments, and I cannot see why
it should not arrange with the local gov-
erning hodies for them to receive pay-
ments on behglf of the Commission during
normal office hours on any day of the
week. On the account appears the fol-
lowing:;—

Please note that the office is open
from 10.0 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. as under—

Guildford Municipal Offices on
the 18th and 24th.

Mr, Ackland: Why do not the people
pay by post?

Mr, BRADY: Why should they have to
bear the added cost of 2d. for a cheque
form, 3d. postage, and so on? Apparently
matters discussed in this House are in-
variably viewed through the eyes of in-
vidual members and not from the view-
point of the average worker. Two people
phoned me recently to see what could be
done about their refrigerators and radios
which had been affected by the change
from 40 to 50 cycles. I explained that
the Commission would pay any cost in-
volved in the change-over, but they asked
me, “What about the inconvenience we
suffer in the meantime?”

The Minister for Works: Who are these
people?

Mr. BRADY: 1 will give the Minister
the names of these two people later. 'I‘hey
are reliable citizens.

Mr. Graham: The change-over from
40 cycles to 50 cycles would not affect
their wireless sets.

Mr. BRADY: They said the difficulty
arose immediately the men who came to
effect the change had left the premises.
Another point was that raised by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn the other night,
with regard to increases in the charge
for electricity and gas being mede retro-
spective. That is a further reason why an
Investigation should take place.

Mr, J. Hegney: 1t is quite true.

Mr. BRADY: Why should the increased
charges be made retrospective? Millions
of units of electricity are consumed each
quarter and there is no justification for
the increased charge being made retro-
spective, We all know that the price of
coal has risen steeply in recent years and
that the Electricity Commission is now
paying about £2 10s. per ton, as against
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25s. a few years back. In view of the
increased charge the Electricity Commis-
sion should be receiving the best possible
grade of coal and, If that is not the case
and it is receiving coal of the same quality
as that supplied to the Railway Depart-
ment, there is a serious overcharge that
is probably being passed on to the con-
sumers of electricity. I hope later to deal
with that point in greater detail when
speaking to the motion moved by the
member for Collie. The production of
coal and electricity are basic industries
upon which depend hundreds of other in-
dustries in the metropolitan area. It is
the duty of this House to watch the posi-
tion closely and, if any semblance of in-
efficiency or mal-administration is shown
by the Electricity Commission, to remedy
it. I support the motion and hope it will
be agreed to.

MR. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe) [6.71:
There are one or two points I want to
discuss, but at the outset I want to say
that I feel the Minister has put for-
ward a case that answers almost com-
pletely the charges made by the mem-
ber for Eyre. This session has seen a
rash of Select Committees break out in
this House and there has been an epi-
demic of Royal Commissions.

Mr. Yates: Pre-election propaganda.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Some of them
have fallen by the wayside and this is
one motion that will certainly be defeated;
I cannot see it coming to fruition.

Mr. Styants : Did you decide that at
the party mesting this aftermoon?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: We did not dis-
cuss ft.

The Minister for Works: The hon.
member must be judging by previous ex-
perience. '

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It appears that
the charges made against the Commission
as regards its uneconomical administra-
tion and mal-administration are un-
founded. I say that because of the Min-
ister’'s answer this afternoon. In the
first place, he answered the charge that
the 40-cycle meter operating on a 50-cycle
current results in greatly increased
charges for the same amount of current
nsed. That is obvious if one looks at
the graph, copies of which have been
distributed to members. In that regard
the Minister and his staff are to be con-
gratulated. The graph 1s a simple one
and it shows clearly that there is practi-
cally no difference in using a 40-cycle
meter on a 50-cycle current.

Mr. Styants : It is not worth the paper
it is printed on.

The Attormey General: What a foolish
statement!

_ The Minister for Works: Of course it
18.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HUTCHINSON : The question that
the member for Kalgoorlie asked the Min-
ister was quite a legitimate one, but I can-
not agree with the conclusion that the
hon. member has drawn when he says
the graph is not worth the paper it is
printed on.

Mr, Styants:
meter.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I agree.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It proves noth-
ing except for one meter.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The tests were
conducted wunder the auspices of the
National Association of Testing Auth-
orities, and when the hon. member makes
such a statement he does not credit the
officer in charge of the tests with much
commonsense. However, the Minister
could have been a little more knowledge-
able in his report on the test and could
have asked for a series of meters to be
tested. The member for Eyre quoted some
interesting figures as regards the average
price of eclectricity in Perth and Sydney.
He sald that the flzures were authentie,
but they are in contradistinction to those
given by the peneral manager of the State
Electricity Commission and quoted this
afternoon by the Minister.

Hon. E. Nulsen: They were taken from
Sydney and Melbourne vouchers.

Mr. HUTCHINSON : I must take the
figures given by the Minister.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Naturally you would.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The hon. member,
when moving the motion, did not indi-
cate from whence the figures came.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I did.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: 1 was unable to
locate it.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I said that I communi-
cated with Sydney and Melbourne and
that the fleures I used were the ones sent
to me.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I do not think the
hon. member was on solid ground when
he quoted the figures; the figures given
by the Minister are a complete rebuttal
of the charges made.

Hon. E. Nulsen: There was a bit of
jerrymandering there.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I do not think the
remarks of the hon. member as regards
the calibre and quality of the general
manager were in the best of taste. In
the general manager I think we have a
man of considerable ability and under him
the work of the Commission has progres-
sed. Therefore I think we are most for-
tunate—

Hon. E. Nulsen: I said that he had
not had experience in the generation of
electricity, and I told members why that
was S0.

It deals with only one
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Mr. HUTCHINSON: I think we are
fortunate in having in charge a man who
has such administrative and intellectual
qualities.

Mr. Lawrence:
cations?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I could not say
what his qualifications are.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Immediately before
the tea suspension a member on the Op-
position side of the House—I think it may
have been the member for South Fre-
mentle—asked me what were the qualifi-
cations of Mr. Edmondson. I began to
answer that I did not know but I can now
fcllow that up by saying that, although I
do not know of his qualifications, I con-
sider that the manner in which he holds
down his job and his capacity and ability
are so evident that it proves he is a man
worthy of his hire. To give point to that
statement I have been informed, during
the suspension, that his services have been
greatly sought after in other directions.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I bhet he does not ac-
cept any of the offers.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am informed that
among a large list of applicants he was
rated as second for the position of engineer
in charge of the Bunnerong power station
j%t;uv:hlch. in itself, is evidence of his high
a V.

Mr. Styants: Did not the Government
bring a man from Sydney to repair the
generator in this State when it broke
down?

Mr. RUTCHINSON: I could not see it
doing that.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it did.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It appears that a
great deal of the criticism voiced by the
member for Eyre of what he calls the one-
man Commission is based on a paragraph
or two taken from the Auditor General's
report, and as I sald earlier, by interjec-
tion, I think he misconstrued the meaning
of those paragraphs because the decision
of the Commission to place more power
into the hands of Mr. Edmondson was
based on a recommendation by the
Auditor General himself.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Can you show me that
in the report?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: In the circum-
stances the House would be well advised
to reject the motion.

What are his qualifi-

MR. MAY (Collie) [7.34): There is one
phase of this subject that requires in-
vestigation, namely, the quality of the
coal that is being supplied to the State
Electricity Commission and other Govern-
ment instrumentalities. A fortnight ago
a conference was held at Collle at which
the Minister for Mines was present, and
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the quality of the coal supplied to con-
sumers in this State was brought under
discussion. The Minister, acting more or
less on the advice of the Chief Coal Min-
ing Engineer, expressed the opinion that
although a large quaniity of the coal
mined today was not more than 5,000
B.T.Us., it had to be used. I agree with
him, but this is not the time to use it. In
effect, we are making the consumers of
electricity and gas pay twice. The State
Electricity Commission and the rallways
are accepting first quality Collie coal mixed
with open-cut coal, and that mixture gives
an increase of 7 per cent. in the ash con-
tent and produces in calorific value only
5,000 B.T.Us. compared with the use of
good quality coal.

The Attorney General: You mean that
by using open-cut coal the B.T.Us. are
reduced to 5,000 compared with good
quality coal. What are the B.T.Us. of
gaod quality coal?

Mr. MAY: Good quality coal produces
from 9,000 to over 10,000 BT.Us. In ef-
fect, the calorific value of the good quality
coal is reduced almost by 50 per cent.
when mixed with open-cut coal and the
ash content has risen from 3 or 4 per
cent. to 7 or 8 per cent.

The Attorney General: The calorific
value of the open-cut coal must be ex-
tremely low to bring good quality coal
down from 9,000 B.,T.Us. to 5,000.

Mr. MAY: I have pointed that out on
many occasions in this House but my re-
marks have fallen on deaf ears. I agree
that low quality coal should be used, but,
a3 was intended, only In & state of emerg-~
ency. There is no resson to use it now
when we have such large quantities of
good quality coal available. Why ask con-
sumers to pay increased charges for their
electricity and gas when there is no need
for it?

The Attorney General: It would be
cheaper to use open-cuib coal because the
cost of mining it would not be so great.

Mr. MAY: The State Electricity Com-
mission and other public utilities are pay-
ing the same price for that low-grade coal
as they would for the best coal that we
could produce, but because of its low
calorific value people are forced to pay
extra for their electricity and gas.

The Attorney General: I do not think
you would be right there.

Mr, MAY: The Attorney General is en-
titled to his opinion but I know many
people who support mine. In addition teo
the reduced number of B.T.U's. and the
increase of the ash content, a larger
quantity of this coal mixture 'is required
to provide the same energy that would be
produced with good quality coal. That is
an aspect that requires investigation, So
far as I am able to ascertain at present, no
explanation has been given to the people
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in regard to the increased cost of elec-
tricity and gas charges. I strongly sup-
port the motion for this very reason. I
feel that that angle should be investigated
because it is up to us, on behalf of the
people, to see they get the quality of coal
for which they are paying.

This low-quality coal produced from
open-cuts should be used only in a state
of emergency; we should not ask engineers
to use such muck nor should we expect
firemen to use it. If we were short of
coal, then I would say we have to use it.
But until such a state of affairs is brought
about—and it will not be brought about in
the next 200 years—we should not persist
in using this low-grade coal for which
the top price is being paid, and from which
the engineers in the power house and the
firemen are not able to produce the same
amount of steam or energy as they would
if they were using the best quality coal.

Mr. Ackiland: Are the mines capable of
producing enough underground coal?

Mr. MAY: The hon. member should not
bring that up because I will tell him a
very sad story about the non-development
of the mines. Had the coal companies at
Collie carried out the arrangements made
when they were first allowed to mine open-
cut coal, they would have had the mines
developed to the stage where we would
have had ample supplies of underground
coal. I have mentioned this on several
occasions. I suppose the hon. member was
travelling on the other side of the world
when I was speaking. But there is no ex-
cuse now for the hon. member; he knows,
and he acknowledges he knows, and con-
sequently I will look for his support of this
motion,

MR. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[7.42]: I feel I should take some part
in this debate, and in doing so I fully
support the motion. In passing, I would
point out that the member for Cottesloe
in his remarks appeared to defend the
character of Mr. Edmondson.

Mr. Hutchinson: I do not think any
defence is needed.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That is what I want
to point out to the hon. member. This
is not an attack on any person or any
group of persons; it is merely a plea by
the member for Eyre, who has gone fully
into this matter and has discovered cer-
tain things he claims can be rectified only
by an inquiry to see whether they can be
substantiated or not. I raised the question
with the Minister in this Chamber some
months age, and asked whether the meters
in the changeover from 50 cycles would
read a greater number of units than they
originally did when on 40 cycles.

The Minister for Works: 1 did my best
to give you an answer,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAWRENCE: I am pleased the
Minister is so modest about it; he tried
to do his best to give me an answer, but
I have had further advice from men who
are thoroughly versed in this matter and
they disagree with the advice of the
Minister.

The Minister for Works: Who are they?

Mr, LAWRENCE: I will give the Minis-
ter their names later. He may grin about
that, but I will keep my promise and let
him have their names. If the Minister
desires, I will present a deputation of these
men who are fully skilled in this matter,

The Minister for Works: You need not
bother about a deputation; give me the
names and I can interview them myself.

Mr. LAWRENCE: 1 would like to see
them get a fair go. I have had numerous
complaints from all parts of my electorate
about the supply of electricity. Com-
plaints have also been received from the
Premier's electorate. They have come
from Rockingham, Safety Bay, and tonight
I have heard that complaints were coming
from as far as Leonora. I know that in
the suburban areas complaints are very
long and bitter.

Mr., Hutchinson: What is the nature of
the complaints?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I will read a letter
dated as far back as the 15th August, 1952.
It was written from Safety Bay and reads
as follows:—

Dear Mr. Lawrence,

May I draw your attention to the
following unfortunate fact: Since
this area was converted from 40-
cycle to 50-cycle electricity on the
24th March, 1952, the consumption
rate of C rate units would seem to
have more than doubled, with every
householder in the district with whom
I have discussed the matter.

I would like you to note, Mr. Speaker,
that it has more than doubled.

My own account which I received
this morning, states that from June
4th to August 6th, this household used
2,736 units! As I know this to be im-
possible, T have rung the accountant
of the S.E.C. and, acting on his ad-
vice, have sent a letter to the con-
sumers engineer at the S.EC. For
your persual I enclose 8 copy of this
letter.

I understand several other house-
holders intend writlng the S.E.C.
similarly pointing out that their con-
sumption of C rate is far in excess
of what they could possibly have used.

If it is a fact that conversion fo
50 cycle affects meter registration, is
it reasonable to expect the house-
holder to pay for units not used at
the rate of 2.37d. per unit? Is not
the onus on the S8.E.C. to see that all
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meters are adjusted, and until such
time as they are to charge the house-
holder on an equitable and reasonable
basls, according to the percentage of
difference in meter registration.

Yours faithfully,
W. 8. Hedges.

The Premier: What is his name?

Mr. LAWRENCE: Hedges. I do not
know whether he voted for the Premier,
but I feel sure he will not do so at the
next election!

The Premier: You were talking about
courtesy the other night. If you had done
the right thing, you would have handed
that letter to me for action.

Mr. LAWRENCE: It occurred to me that
the Premier would not be available, and
since the person had written to me, and
knowing how busy the Premier was at the
time, I thought I would have mercy on
him! The following is a copy of a letter
gegtcto the consumers’ engineer of the

According to this account, we have
consumed 2,736 uniis at C rate since
the previous reading of July 4th. 1
wish to draw your attention to the
fact that it is quite impossible for
us to have consumed this number of
units in the time, particularly as for
about ten days during this period we
were without the use of our electric
pumyp, and for about three weeks
during the same period we were with-
out the use of the Thor washing
machine. There was no ironing done
for over three weeks, the oven of the
electric stove was used only once dur-
ing the last two months, and no ad-
ditional electrical equipment has been
added to the home.

For your perusal, the following are
readings of the C rate quoted from
receipts taken at random from my
file, covering the past 24 yvears:—

Units.
August 6, 1952 2,136
June 4, 1952 561
March 28, 1952 ... 1,321
PFebruary 1, 1952 1,045

Comparing this with September 29th, 1950,
we find that the consumption was as low
as 716 units. The letter goes on to state—

The high consumption during Feb-
ruary and March of this year can be
explained by the fact that we had
children staying with us, entailing
the frequent use of the washing ma-
chine and the iron, and a great deal
of baking in the electric oven.

The accountant at the S.E.C. ad-
vised me per phone today that this
current account will be held in abey-
ance until you have taken whatever
steps you consider desirable and neces-
sary.

(36)
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It is obvious to me, and must be to the
Minister, that the accountant at the State
Electricity Commission has wakened up
to the fact that it was impossible for this
person to have used the number of units
debited against him after the change-over.
I consider that members of the House
generally, as well as the Government, have
a duty to the people to see that any State
utility is run properly. Now that we have
had specific examples quoted and the
member for Collie has pointed out what
has occurred, surely it is reasonable to
ask the Minister to agree to the desired
inquiry.

The Minister for Works: There Is no
need for an inquiry.

Mr. LAWRENCE: All the complaints
that have been mentioned cannot bhe
wrong.

Mr. Hutchinson: But even so, that would
not justify the appointment of a Royal
Commission.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Then we are just to
sit back as the Minister would like and
do nothing!

Mr, Huichinson: No, the case you have
mentioned could be dealt with.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That is one case, but
the other instances I have heard of, which
are not set out in writing, are numerous.
The Rockingham Road Board, only a
month or so ago, wrote asking what could
be done to make leghting services avall-
able to portions of its district, and the
answer received from the Minister was
that it was impossible to service those
places because of lack of materials, equip-
ment and funds. That applied especially
to the section of the Ewinana townsite
between Mandurah-rd. and Kwinana where
there have been 380 blocks sold and a
further 380 have yet to be disposed of
there. People in that district will not pro-
ceed with their building operations until
the electric mains are put through.

The Minister for Works: In answer to
a question, I told you we were putting
in a new line of heavier copper for that
purpose.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Yes, but when?

The Minister for Works: It is going
in now.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Is it?

Mr. Cornell: You surely do not suggest
that Kwinana is being neglected, do you?

Mr. LAWRENCE: Kwinana is definitely
not being neglected, but the section I refer
to is not actually in the area the hon.
member has in mind. I do not think we
are asking the Minister to do anything
that should not be adopted to protect the
interests of the people, and therefore an
inquiry should be held. To indicate to
the Premier and the Minister for Works
how serious the position has become, I re-
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ceived in today’s mail the following letter
from the Poultry Farmers' Association of
Western Australia:—

We have received a report from the
poultry farmers in the South PFre-
mantle-Coogee area expressing con-
cern over the sharp increases in
charges for electricity.

The local secretary reports that in
many cases the increases are quite
staggering. However, they do not
quote facts on the matter, but we are
led to believe that their complaint is
quite correct.

It is likely that the assoclation will
move at its next meeting to ask for
further information as to why there
is a mecessity for such a steep in-
crease,

I want the Premier to note the next para-
graph—

Meanwhile I would be obliged if you
could raise this question in Parlia-
ment, in order that the Government
can be aware that this section of
the community, in common with many
others, are feeling the disastrous
effects of their policy.

That letter is signed by H. C. Griffin, the
secretary of the Poultry Farmers’' Associa-
tion. Complaints of this nature are heard
from everywhere., The Minister should
leave no stone unturned to see that the
inquiry we seek 1s instituted on the right
Hnes. To the member for Cottesloe, I
agein point out that it involves no attack
on individual officers of the State Elec-
tricity Commission.

Mr. Hutchinson: The member for Eyre
said that the general manager was delud-
ing the Minister.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Did he? I would not
suggest that was the general manager’s
fault, but rather the fault of the Minister
for allowing it to go on.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I do not think I said
that.
it Mr. Hutchinson: The Minister denied

Mr. LAWRENCE: If the member for
Eyre has a grievance, he is quite entitled
to state it in the House.

The Minister for Works: Every right!

Mr. LAWRENCE: I cannot understand
Whil the Minister should oppose the
motion.

MR. STYANTS (Ealgoorlie) [7.54]: If
it had not been for the remarkable docu-
ment placed before us regarding the test-
ing of the 40-cycle house meter, I would
not have spoken to the motion for the
appoinfment of & Royal Commission to
inquire into the activities of the State
Electricity Commission. Having now de-
cided to speak, I shall deal with a couple
of matters affecting the Commission that

fASSEMELY.]

I would otherwise have left untouched. I
want to make it clear that anything I
have to say is not a reflection upon the
general manager of the Commission, be-
cause I feel that, owing to an action
of mine some years ago, I am as respon-
slble as anyone else for that gentleman
being in the position he holds today. I
refer to the time when I was a member
of the Perth City Council. The position
of manager of the Electricity and Gas De-
partment became vacant and Mr, Ed-
mondson was one of some 20 applicants
for the position.

Mr. J. Hegney: Order!

Mr. STYANTS: The amount of can-
vassing and electioneering that went on
in connection with the appointment was
astonishing. Eventuslly the selection was
reduced to two applicants—Mr, Edmond-
son and a Mr. Carey who had been an
employee of the Electricity and Gas De-
partment, but had left.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member resume his seat? Some member
called out “Order!” His action was quite
in order because he c¢an do so, according
to “May.” However, it was not & joke.
That sort of thing should not be done in
the form of & joke.

Mr. J. Hegney: I would like to explain,
Mr. Speaker, that I ¢id not call for order
as a joke. My action was sponianeous.
It was very difficult to hear what the
member for Kalgoorlie was saying, I am
interested in his remarks, but, owing to
the conversation and the ncise that was
going on, his words did not come to me.
That has happened quite often in con-
nection with members both on this side
of the House and the Government side.
Sometimes we cannot hear what is being
said.

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon, member
could always draw my attention to the
fact.

Mr. J. Hegney: I am sorry thai I did
not do so. My action was quite spon-
taneous. As a matter of fact, I think
we want an acting Speaker at this end
of the Chamber on occaslons.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Kal-
goorlie may proceed.

Mr. STYANTS: Thus the decision re-
solved itself into the choice of either Mr.
Edmondson or Mr. Carey. As I mentioned,
the latter had been an emplovee of the
department, but had left. He had gone
to Sydney to hetter himself. On the
other hand, Mr. Edmondson had remained
with the department and was Western
Australlan-born. I admit to having been
a little prejudiced in favour of the West-
ern Australlan-born applicant and decided
to give Mr. Edmondson my vote. Eventu-
ally, Mr, Edmondson was appointed to the
position with & margin of one vote, There-
fore I feel I have some responsibility in
the matter.
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As manager of the Electricity and Gas
Department of the Perth City Council he
did an excellent job, which was a totally
different one from that which he under-
takes now. Really he was in charge of
a distributing agency on behalf of the
City Council, and In that regard he did
a particularly good job. Whether his
qualifications and experience are such
as to entitle him to hold down the
position of general meanager and chief
engineer of a generatlng plant as
well as of a distributing organisation,
I am not in a Dposition to say.
I have heard many complaints from dis-
triets to which the 50-cycle current has
been extended and I feel that I am for-
tunate in living in an area that is still
on the 40-cycle current. I have heard
from acquaintances living in districts that
have heen supplied with 50-cycle current
alarming and non-understandable in-
stances of sudden and violent increases in
their accounts for current immediately
they have been put on the 50 cycles.

I do not know whether this is due to
the meters or to some other cause, but
all sorts of storles can be heard of electri-
cal apparatus playlng up, even after it
has been adjusted by the Commission's
mechanies to the 50-cycle current. The
apparatus runs for a brief period and then
breaks down and, unless the hreakdown
occurs immediately after the adjustment
has been made, the owners have to pay
for getting it fixed again. One may hear
those complaints in all directions. I am
not in & position to say whether it is likely
that the meters do not register accurately
with 50-cycle current because they were
manufactured for measuring current at
40 cycles,

I believe that a fear was voiced by the
member for Vasse earller In the session
that, by constituting the State Electricity
Commission, we had created what could
prove to be an octopus in this democracy.
While I am consclous of the great ad-
vantage inherent in such a set-up, I believe
it could be the means of bringing about
a complete held-up of the industries in
this State. If we had an occurrence some-
what simitar to the metal trades strike
extending over a period of six months and
the engineers decided to hold up the rail-
ways and the supply of electricity—I
understand that, to a large extent, mem-
bers of the same organisation are em-
ployed in both Industries—there could be
a total cessation of industry throughout
the length and breadth of the State. There-
fore I say that the Commission could prove
to be an octopus in owr democracy, and
I do not know that I am particularly
enamoured of the set-up In some of the
country distriets.

From time to time I meet people in some
of the larger country centres like the Pre-
mier’s electorate but, unlike another mem-
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ber, when complaints have been made to
me, I have conveyed them to the Premier
to have them rectified In order to avoid
impinging upon his territory or functions.
Let me cite a case that has come to my
knowledge. A man built a week-end cot-
tage at Mandurah. The power station
there had been taken over by the State
Electricity Commission and the head-
quarters for the Mandurah district is at
Bunbury, 60 or 70 miles away. The man
paid £1 for getting the cottage connected
and the meter installed, but it could not
be pald at Mandurah; it had to be posted
to the office of the Commission at Bun-
bury. The money was sent to Bunbury,
together with a request that, as the cottage
was intended for use only at week-ends and
would probably not be cccupied for periods
of four, five or six weeks, the Commission
should send the account for current and
also any correspondence to his Perth
address.

In due course he received a receipt for
the £1 and a promise that the cottage
would be connecied up, but, remarkable as
it may seem, the account could not be
posted to his Perth address but must be
delivered to the place where the electricity
was consumed. Members will appreciate
the situation that will he created in that
way. I understand that the intentlon is
to send a van from Bunbury, which will
probably stay at Mandurah for a couple of
days and people will be expected to go
to the van and pay their accounts. In
the case of this Perth man, the account
will be put under the door and he wil
know nothing about it. When he again
visits Mandurah, the van will have gone,
the account will not have been paid and
an Instruction will probhably have been
issued to cut off the supply.

I daresay there are other owners of cot-
tages in & similar position, because Man-
durah to a large extent is a tourist resort
and many people have week-end cottages
there. Could anything be more bureau-
cratic and ridiculous than that? Seeing
that the cottage would be connected up
and a certain amount of current consumed,
is there any reason in the name of all that
is sensible why the account should not be
sent to Perth so that the owner may remit
the money to Bunbury? This is the sort
of bureaucratic action that can oceur with
a great monopoly such as the State Elec~
tricity Commission has become and will
become to an even greater extent in future,

I wish now to speak of the chart that the
Minister for Works made avatlable this
afternoon for the information of members.
When 1 first locked at it, I thought it
purported to show the result of the test-
ing of a number of meters to determine
their reaction when operating with 50-
cycle as against 40-cycle current. In reply
to an interiection, the Minister said that
the chart showed the result of the testing
of one meter.
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Mr. Hutchinson: That was all that was
needed. That is explained on the graph.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That would not prove
anything.

Mr. Hutchinson: Nothing more than that
i5 needed.

Mr. STYANTS: The member for Cot-
tesloe may he an authority on algehra,
history or geography, but I have yet to
learn that he is an authority on elec-
tricity. 'There is no valid reason for as-
suming that the chart sufficiently testifles
to the behaviour of meters when operated
by the different cycles. If the hon. mem-
ber is 5o unsophisticated as to accept as
sufficient proof the testing of one meter,
I am not. We are not even assured that
the test was made with a fair average type
of meter.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are saying that

this iz untrue; that this top lne is un-
true.

Mr. STYANTS: I am not saying any-
thing of the kind. What I am saying is
that this is the result of a test of one meter
and that there is nothing so ridiculous
as to test one meter. If this showed the
average after a test of & number of meters,
I would be prepared to accept it as proof
that these meters will work in exactly the
Ealme manner or approximately the same
manner with a §0-cycle as with a 40-cycle
current. I know what takes place in Gov-
ernment departments. I worked for the
Government for a number of years; and
I know that when s load test was to be
made, the best locomotive was picked and
not one of the old rattle-traps. If it was
desired to make a test for the purpose of
proving an assertion made either by the
Minister or by the head of the depart-
ment, the officlials picked an engine that
suited them.

Mr. Hearman: It would be no good pick-
ing one that was known to be crook.

Mr, STYANTS: No one is suggesting
that one should he picked if it is crook.
What I am suggesting is that a numbe:
should be picked and tested and an aver-
age obtained. Without having any know-
ledge of the working of the meters on
the two different cycles, I would hazard
a guess that a half a dozen could be
tried and would give different results,

Mr. Hutchinson: They would still be
within the limits prescribed by the Act.

Mr. STYANTS: The Minister was qulte
emphatic that no adjustment of a meter
could be made. On this chart there is
& special note which says, “Meter tested
under identical conditions on 40 and 50
cycles, No adjustment made between
tests.” Is that not an implication that
an adjustment could have been made had
that been desired? Evidently the Minis-
ter was speaking without scientific know-
ledge when he sald that adjustments could
not be made. This diagram does not con-
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vince me that meters will work under al-
most Identical consumption with a 40-
cycle and a 50-cycle current.

The Minister for Works: I am informed
that quite a number have been tested, but
this is a diagram indicating that there
is no difference.

Mr. STYANTS: 1t would have been &
different matter if the Minister, when
answering my Interjection—

The Minister for Works: I was not too
sure at the time,

Mr. STYANTS: -—had said that 40 or
50 had been tested sand the results had
been practically the same. I would have
taken that as belng s falr average test.
But to pick one meter and regard a test
of that as being sufficient to show beyond
doubt that there would be a similar re-
action on the part of all classes of meters
is not convincing toc me I have no
opinions on the matter at all. I do not
know whether that is the position or not.
But- I do know that there have heen a
tremendous number of complaints.

My cirele of friends is relatively small,
but I think that every member of the House
would have friends in those areas where
there has been a change from 40 to 50
cycles, who have found meost alarming and
violent increases in the consumption of
electricity registered through the meters,
without additional appliances having been
used to account for such increases, Mem-
bers have been notified of these occur-
rences and there must be some reason for
them. If some inquiry were made along
the lines suggested by the member for
Eyre and there were a thorough investiga-
tion, preferably by a Royal Commissioner,
a scientific and technical man, it might be
found that quite a lot is not being done
that should be done when a decision is
made to change the currency cycle from
40 to 50.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [8.15]: In
my opinion the Government would be
well advised to agree to an inquiry, even
if only for the purpose of allaying public
feeling which exists throughout all sections
of the community. There Is no gainsaying
that the great majority of the people feel
that something is wrong, not necesssarily
with the administration but in the fact
that their accounts have heen growing
increasingly large. Concerning the latter
portion of the motion, I want to say that,
from my experience, there is no real
warrant for an investigation into the
administration of the Commission. I can,
of course, speak only from my own ex-
perience, and I have found ready co-
oneration and courtesy extended to me on
all occastons, with one or two exceptions,
which one would expect to find in any
concern, and that applles to all, from the
highest to the most humble officer.
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There are some who have genuine doubts
about the qualifications of the general
manager and chief engineer. Like the
member for Kalgoorlie, I do not feel that
I am qualified to pass judgment on the
merits of Mr. Edmondson and the tech-
nical qualifications, he may or may not
hold, or as to the experience which is
necessary thoroughly to equip & person
for such a responsible position. But I
should say that he has around him quite
a number of competent engineers. After
all, he does not investigate and probe
every single technical problem ralsed. 1
understand his chief virtue is that he
is a man who has plenty of drive and gets
things done. Where there may be a lack
of academic training or qualifications of
one sort or another, and even experience,
if the principal executive is able to give
directions and to make immediate decisions
with a certaln amount of balance and re-
sponsibility, those characteristics make up
for any deficiency there may be in other
respects.

From my own experience, I feel that
there is no great warrant for an inquiry
into the administration of this important
and growing department. But, as I stated
earlier, there Is an increasing concern at
the nature of the accounts being received
by ordinary ciltizens, Great stress has
been laid on the additional charges for
and certain unsatisfactory features con-
nected with the supply of -electricity.
However, it should not be overlooked that
gas plays a most important part, and In
many households the gas account 1s of
much greater dimensions than the charges
for electricity. I have been shown ac-
counts by persons who live well reguiated
lives and whose habits year in and year
out are practically the same. It is ap-
preciated, of course, that a difference in
seasonal conditions will have some effect
on the gquantity of fuel consumed, and
so I was careful, when investigating past
accounts, to make certain that they covered
similar quarters of the year. I did that in
a number of cases, for each of the quarters
of the year, and found that for a long
time, and particularly in the last three or
four years, the volume of gas consumed
has been steadily inereasing at a consider-
able rate.

That indicates that the quality of the
gas has been decreasing, because it now
requires a greater volume to provide the
seme amount of heat as formerly. I have
heard several possible explanations put
forward, but if what T am putting up is
correct—as I belleve it is—it Is no use
the Minister or anyone else suggesting
that there has been, say a 50 per cent.
inerease in the cost of gas over a given
period, because if the quality has fallen
during that perlod it is more than lkely
that the consumer is now paying two or
three times as much for the actual heating
effect of the gas as he did im years
gone by.
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The Minister for Works: Under the law
the standard of the gas must be main-
tained,

Mr. GRAHAM: From my own observa-
tions, I would conclude that there is a
large perceniage of air in the gas as the
jets are constantly flickering, with bursts
of yellow flame instead of the regular blue
flame that one is entitled to expect. Any
gas—apart from the heating gas—which
passes through the meter must also be
debited against the consumer. The public
are being hit In hoth directions and so
there should be a proper check made in
order to arrive at a correct conclusion. If
a family of two, with regular habits and
possessed of a certain number of gas-burn-
ing appliances, uses 200 units of gas in
the quarter ending the 30th June this
year, that should not become 300 units for
the same quarter next year, and 400 units
in the year following.

Mr. Totterdell: Perhaps the meter has
galloping consumption!

Mr. GRAHAM: One would draw that
conclusion if this were happening In
isolated cases only, but it is the general
experience today. While people are usually
silent when they have no complaints to
make, from inquiries I have pursued in
a number of quarters I have not learnt
of a single instance in which a user of
gas has in recent years received a meter
reading showing a reduction in the volume
of gas consumed. Surely it is worth while
having an authoritative inquiry intoe this
question to satisfy the public at large,
seeing that the people are decidedly con-
cerned about it at present!

Mr. Hutchinson: Is that with regard
to gas alone?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, I feel that what is
happening in the case of gas js sufficient
to warrant a searching inquiry. Such
an investigation could be undertaken by
the Electricity Commission but I do not
think that would be satisfactory because,
with no suggestion of dishonesty, there
is always a natural tendency for any
department conducting inquiries of this
sort to tilt the scales in its own favour.
I hope and trust that the Minister and
the Government do not think that this
motion, irrespective of what might be said
in debate is to be construed as an attack
on the Electricity Commission. Iis pur-
pose is merely to get to the bottom of
certain questions that are at present dis-
turbing the public mind.

I realise that many people have a num-
ber of false ideas about electricity and,
to a lesser extent, gas. They imagine that
all sorts of thines might happen, or in
fact have happened, because of the con-
version from 40 ecycles to 50 cycles. It
i1s well known, at all events by those of
us who own cars, that if an engine that is
working reasonahbly satisfactorily requires
certain work to be done to a particular
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part of it, the result often is that, when
that work has been completed, further
disturbances seem to take place as a
result of that work having been done.
Many people have electric motors in re-
frigerators and other appliances and he-
lieve that because of the minor adjust-
ments that have been made by officers of
the State Electricity Commission In con-
nection with the change-over from 40 to 50
cycles, the motors are no longer func-
tioning efficiently. When something goes
wrong, they immediately blame the 50-
c¢ycle current.

Electricity is lttle understood by the
average individual, and he is apt to be-
lleve that all sorts of transformations are
taking place in his electrical units he-
cause of the change-over. Many people
have complained that their radio sets and
electric irons, as well as other similar
appliances, are no longer working properly
since the conversion, while in fact the
change from 40 to 50-cycles ¢an have no
effect at all on apparatus of that descrip-
‘tlon. While I am not a technical man,
I did learn something about electricity
yvears ago, and I understand that the con-
version has the effect of causing an elec-
tric motor to run more rapidly. By and
large, the work undertaken by officers of
the Commission in connection with the
conversion consists mostly of making
minor adjustments in order to bring elec-
tric motors back to their former speed.

Notwithstanding the assurance of the
Minister, I feel that the conversion must
have some effect on an electric motor be-
wcause, after all, if it results in a speeding
up of the motor, surely it is logical to
assume that it involves also a greater con-
sumption of current. From a number of
Jnvestigations I have made in the case of
domestic consumers of electricity and gas
-—especially those who have gas appli-
ances, such as refricerators, hot water
systems, coppers and so on—I have found
that, due to the poor quality of the gas
and the increased charges, their ac-
counts have reached staggering figures. It
must be remembered that in these days a
refricerator is no longer & luxury, bhut a
necessity for the preservation of foodstuffs,
yet the quarterly bills received for elec-
triclty and gas are reaching such dimen-
sions that many people are finding them
beyond thelir capacity to pay. I know that
it sounds like an Irishman’s adjustment,
but I think it would be better, to enable
working families to meet expenses, if ac-
counts were issued monthly instead of
quarterly. I am aware that an immediate
objection would be that so much addi-
tional meter reading and office work would
be involved in issuing accounts and so
on. But it is a far easier matter for a
person on a limited income to pay £5 a
month than it is to pay £15 a quarter. Any-
one who has had experience of a num-
ber of small accounts as against a large
one will appreciate the significance of
that argument.
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To give an example, the majority of
members depend upon their parliamentary
salarfes only, and if we were to receive
our taxation agssessments for £100 or £200
and they had to be paid in a lump sum
most of us would be in queer street; but
s our assessments are paid in smaller in-
stalmentis it is easler for us to deal with
the situation. As certain industrial and
business establishments, particularly in
the heart of the city, have thelr meters
read every month and are issued with
monthly accounts, surely the same pro-
cedure can be given effect In order to as-
sist people who are battling and find the
greastest difficulty In meeting expenses!?
Perhaps it could be left to the discretion
of the individusl consumer who could
elect to say whether he wanted his meter
read monthly or quarterly.

I am stressing this point because of
the crisis which confronts so many people.
It is & real problem for them, and in
many cases it is bhecoming an impossi-
bility for them to meet their accounts.
I have a friend who lives in the electorate
of Nedlands, and he has had to dispose
of his gas copper and return to the use
of filrewood hecause he cannot afford to
meet the gas charges.

Mr. May: Why does he not see the
member for Nedlands?

Mr. GRAHAM: He may do that in due
course. DBecause of coming events It is
more than likely that the member will
be calllng on him in addition to quite
a number of other people in the district.
In view of the various points that have
been advanced by a number of speakers
I ask the Government to reconsider iis
opposition to this motion and construe it
as a genuine desire that this gquestion of
electricity and gas charges, and the
quality of gas, should be investigated
rather than that the Government should
adopt the negative attitude of opposing
the motion because it feels, on account of
what one or two members may have said,
that this is an attack against the S.EC.
and therefore the department must be
protected and defended. The Minister and
those who sit behind him seem to feel
that this may be a vote of no confidence,
indirectly, against the Minister, but to
think that destroys the whole purpose and
intention of this motion which is to re-
solve something in the interests of the
public.

MR. YATES (South Perth) [8.35]1: 1
would say that the speech of the member
for East Perth was one of the most rea-
sonable that he has delivered in this Cham-
ber during the current session.

Mr. Graham: How am I expected to
take that?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: “Beware of the
Greeks when they bring gifts.”
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Mr. YATES: The hon. member related,
to the best of his ability, experiences that
have been passed on t0 him by consumers
in his electorate, and he also gave & rea-
sonable account of the activities of the
general manager of the State Electricity
Commission. Apparently the hon. mem-
ber finds no fault with the general man-
ager.

Mr. Hutchinson:
tricity Commission.

Mr. YATES: With that I agree. Whether
or not a better man could be found to
guide the destinies of the State Electricity
Commission remains to be seen; whoever
is selected will have his critics. The mem-
ber for Eyre has been a great critic of
the present general manager.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have nothing against
him from a character point of view. He
has not had the experience and I repeat
the statement.

Mr. YATES: But as & manager,
Hon. E. Nulsen: No, as an engineer.

Mr. YATES: I would not say that the
member for Eyre has had sufficlent ex-
perience to judge that.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have commonsense,

Mr. YATES: I could not judge the value
of Mr. Edmondson as an electrical én-
gineer any more than could the member
for Eyre; we can go only on performances.
An engineering degree is all right if a
man practices engineering.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That Is so—continual
practice.

Mr. YATES: But after a period of years,
if the same person sat for an examination
similar to the one he passed to obtain his
degree, he would fail because he would
have forgotten most of the academic
knowledge that he required to pass that
examination. However, in practice and in
theory he has gained a far greater know-
ledge through his every-day avocation.
If the member for Nedlands were asked
tomorrow to sit for an examination for
the Degree of Bachelor of Arts he would
probably fail because he would have for-
gotten most of the theory work involved.
But he retains that degree for the rest
of his life in the same way as the general
manager of the SE.C, retains his degrees
in engineering. It is the practical know-
ledge that a man has gained over a period
of years that must make him an expert
In his own particttlar fleld.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Where did he get the
practical knowledge?
Mr., YATES: He has been in charge of

the State Electricity Commission since its
inception—

Hon. E, Nulsen: That is only a distribut-
Ing agent.

Mr. YATES: —and he was also in charge
of the Perth City Council undertaking.

Or the State Elee-
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Hon. E. Nulsen: But he has not had
experience In the generation of electricity.

Mr. YATES: Does the hon. member
deny that he has degrees? As the member
for Ealgoorlie said, many of his staff are
experienced in thelr own particular fields
and they guide him in his deliberations and
in the practical work involved,

Hon. E. Nulsen: I concede that.

Mr. YATES: If Mr. Edmondson Is re-
placed by another man other members in
this Chamber would criticise the new man-
ager. Even the last general manager, Mr,
Taylor, had his critics and he was recog-
nised as top of the class in his particular
fleld. There were people who sald that
he did not have the qualifications to be
in complete charge ot an electricity under-
taking.

Hon. E. Nulsen: He did not do any other
work.

Mr. YATES: We can judge only on per-
formances.

Mr. Hutchinson: Is the member for
Eyre & critic of the previous general man-
ager?

Mr. YATES: I have not heard him criti-
cise Mr. Taylor; he has always lauded his
efforts. But the member for East Perth
stated that, in the main, he had received
nothing but fair and courteous treatment
at the hands of the staff of the S.EC.
I would say that most members have re-
celved the same treatment. The motion
asks for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to Inquire, firstly, into the high
charges for electricity and gas and,
secondly, into the administration of the
State Electricity Commission. However,
many other irrelevant meatters have crept
into the debate. If a Royal Commission
were appointed and it had to ingquire into
all the minor matters that have been
raised in the House during the debate on
this motion, such inquiry would be ex-
tremely comprehensive and a great deal
of the subject-matter would be redundant
and would not assist the member for Eyre
in reaching his objective,

I do not think an inquiry is warranted.
During the past three years the State
Electricity Commission has developed to
a8 stage we never dreamed it would. It
has taken over numerous undertakings
throughout the State. Y have not heard
the Leader of the Opposition criticise the
extension of the power lines to Northam
which proved to he a very costly under-
taking. At the moment Northam is being
supplied with electricity from the loeal
station, which I believe has been working
reasonably well for many years and has
given a continuity of service with few
breakdowns. However, it is the policy of
the State Electricity Commission to take
over many of these smaller power stations
and so create a betier balance in the sup-
ply of power to those parts nearer the
metropolitan ares. At South Fremantle it
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has established one of the most modern
power stations in Australia and it intends
};ot duplicate that station in the near
uture.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Who established it?

Mr. YATES: I am not interested in that,
but it is part of progress. ¥ this Govern-
ment is defeated the one succeeding it
will carry on the undertakings the pre-
vious Government initiated, and so pro-
gress continues irrespective of who first
thought of these projects or who estab-
lished them. I know that, in the main,
the previous Government established the
State Electricity Commission and that it
intended that the Commission should fur-
ther develop its activities, but the war
prevented this. However, the Commission
is supplying power at fairly low prices.

Mr. Brady: Has the State Electricity
Commission ever received complaints as
to the prices charged for electricity and
gas?

Mr., YATES: All I can say is that I
have not received one complaint in writ-
ing but I have had two complaints over
the telephone since the charges have been
raised. As to damage to electrical ap-
pliances as the result of the change-over
from 40 to 50 cycles, I have had only one
complaint.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I have received six tele-
phone calls from people in South Perth
and three people have asked if they could
come and see me.

Mr. YATES: I cannot help it if people
do not ring me and ring the member for
Eyre instead. That is something beyond
my control. The figures that I have quoted
are correct. Those quoted by the member
for Eyre may have been issued prior to
those received by the Minister. The
figures I have show that on the lowest
consumption possible, namely, 620 units,
the price at the moment is 3.23 pence a
unit. The price at Sydney is higher, at
3.484d.

Mr. Johnson: Are your flgures relishle?

Mr. YATES: I am led to believe that
these flgures are absolutely reliable. On
an average consumption of 824 units per
annum the following are the average
prices per unit:—Sydney, 3.262d. and
Perth 3.179d. I am quoting the Sydney
figure because that was the one used by
the member for Eyre. It may be said that
some people use more electricity than the
average consumer. On a consumption of
1,300 units per annum the charge at
Sydney is 3.043d. per unit and at Perth
3.03d. In Sydney, where there are hun-
dreds of thousands of consumers in a
closely settled area, the charges for elec-
tricity are higher than those in Perth with
the exception of one rate and therefore it
can be said that the Perth charges compare
very [avourably.
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It is only in the second group that the
Sydney charges are cheaper than those
in Perth. As I have sald, the charge in
that group is 3.17d. per unit in Perth and
3.07d. In Sydney. ©On those flgures the
electricity prices average reasonably well
throughout the Commonwealth, and
Western Australia is not charging fan-
tastic prices for its electricity as compared
with other States. I had a complaint in
writing from one of my electors which
I Investigated fully. As & result, I re-
celved o written reply from the Minister
and a copy of the frequency change
engineer’s report which dealt with the
complaint. I will not quote the name of
the elector, but will read portion of his
letter to give members some ldea of the
i:xature of his complaint. It reads as fol-
ows:—

On the 21st October the change-over
was made and the unit vibrated ter-
ribly, at my request an employee of
the S.EC. came out, he tied the unit
down with adhesive tape and string
“to stop the fan going through the
condenser,” as he put it; he also sald
I would have to get a refrigerator
mechanic to put it right. That day
another S.E.C. man came out, but
would not touch it, saying it should
never have been tied up. I then saw the
frequency engineer, who stated that
the bearings of the motor were faulty.
I agreed to pay to have these re-
placed, and he agreed to bring the
motor into town and replace it. He
suggested taking it to———who had
done other work for him.

At the end of the letter he says—
I would ask the following questions:

(1) How many householders in
South Perth have had £10 ex-
penses following the change-
over, for 1 know mine was
not the only refrigerator to
give trouble?

{2) How do you reconcile all the
above with your statement in
the Press that the change-
over would be without ex-
pense to the householder?

(3) In many cases has the Com-
mission paid up, after legal
action has been threatened?

The frequency 2ngineer’s report to the
Minister is as follows:—

Mr.———-—called at this office last
November asking that the Commission
correct a noise in his refrigerator. He
was shown work slip No. 1438 which
stated that a knock existed in his
unit on 40 cycles, before conversion.

His attitude changed and he then
agreed to pay for the overhaul of the
motor. Messrs. was decided
upon to carry out the work.
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As a service to a consumer, the
Commission agreed to remove fthe
moter, hand it to———and then re-
install it. Mr.———called on
to check progress, and In good faith,
the motor was re-installed by the
Commission as received from .
the fitter having been specifically in-
structed by myself to install the motor
and not otherwise touch it, so that
any possible repercussions would be
avoided.

It afterwards transpired that the
motor as received from had a
defect which was not in any way
caused by the Commission as stated
by Mr. in the fourth paragraph
of his letter of the 5th December.

Mr.———called in Messrs.
who finally adjusted the motor.

As the electrical characteristics of
the motor on 50 cycles were perfectly
satisfactory and required no ecorrec-
tive action by the Freguency Change
Department, and as the Commission
was not responsible for the condition
of the motor at any time, Mr. 's
acct:unt, was returned with a covering
Ietter.

So it will be realised that most of the
complaints that were made after the fre-
quency change-over were reasonably dealt
with. It should also be borne in mind that
many refrigerators and electrical appi-
ances were extremely old and had reached
the stage where they regulred overhauling.
Quite a number of people thought that
the proposed change-over provided a good
opportunity for them to walt until it
actually occurred in the hope that the
officers of the State Electricity Commis-
sion would come to their homes and repair
their obsolete electrical appliances free of
charge.

Mr. Brady: That is a bad inference to
draw concerning the peopie of South Perth.

Mr. YATES: I am tfalking generally.
Mr. Brady: Do not talk nonsense.
Mr. YATES: I am not falking nonsense.

Mr. Brady: You are saying that the
people are thieves.

Mr. YATES: I am not. If the hon.
member would give me & chance, I would
explain to him that only one complaint
was made to me about this matter.

Mr. Brady: Are you sure the depart-
ment has not browbeaten them?

Mr, YATES: Of course not.

Mr. Brady: I have had a number of
such cases.

Mr, YATES: The member for Guildford-
Midland has probably had a number in
his electorate but I have only had this cne
written complaint. This was completely
investigated by officers of the department.
This constituent of mine {s not claiming
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anything because his machine was old;
he is trying to get recompense for il. He
thinks he had a genuine complaint which
I fully investigated on his behalf.

Mr. Brady: All people think that.

Mr. YATES: But in some cases they
knew their plant was defective before they
called in the State Frequency Engineer,
but that is bestde the point. The fact is
that the department has not refused any
consumer an inspection of his machinery
where electrical appliances might have
been affected by the change-over. As a
result of the report given by the engineer,
the department has agreed to pay certain
costs in connection with the repairs.

I would now like to refer to the second
part of the complaint of the member for
Eyre; that is the administration of the
State Electricity Commission. With the
exception of the remarks made by the hon.
member, I have not heard any complaints
in the House regarding the administration
of this department. I consider it is effi-
cient. I have had dealings with it—not.
on many occasions I must admit—and ¥
have had occasion to approach it on cer—
tain matters and have always found its:
efficiency was equal to that of any other
Government department. It {s quite a big
undertaking and now that it has grown
considerably since taking over the elect-
rical undertakings of the Perth City Coun-
¢ll it has required a complete change. Iis
staff had great difficulties and problems
to meet when they changed from being
employees of the Perth Clty Council to
being Government employees. A number
of these problems and difficulties over the
past two or three years have been mostly
ironed out. In the main, this department
compares very favourably with any other
Government undertaking of a similar size
or magnitude.

In the circumstances I think the general
maneger has done a reasonable job, He
has not toadied to the Commission, nor
has the Commission given away any of
its powers to him. The Commission sits
regularly. The general manager is re-
sponsible for the conduct not only of the
staff but of the entire undertaking, so
must have his finger right on the pulse
of the organisation. He is responsible to
the Commission for the undertaking at-
tempting to pay its way and also to ensure
that it gives satisfaction to the public to
the best of its abllity. In the main I say
it has given, in the past two or three years,
complete satisfaction, with the exception
of complaints regarding high prices which
are general throughout Australia.

Concerning the increase I have guoted
with regard to the change-over frollln the
40 to 50 cycles, those are natural com-
plaints _Which would be received in any
conversion of such magnitude as this. I
wonder if there would have been the same
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complaints had the conversion been from
50 cyeles to 40 cycles. Unfortunately the
State started off on the wrong cycle and
we are now paying for that.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I do not admit that.

Mr. YATES: The member for Kalgoorlie
mentioned a graph which was given to all
members. I fafled to get his point. He
said it would have been fair to have had
a number of these tests taken and then
obtain an average., I think the graph
points out clearly that a test can only be
given to each individual meter and, If the
meter shows that it is over 2 per cent.
faster or slower than the previous test,
then it is defective and has to be replaced.
It is not practicable to get an average test
taken of 20 or 40 meters and apply it as
is shown on the graph. Under the Act
a meter can have a 2 per cent. drop or it
can be 2 per cent. above normal in its
.speed, and if it is within that percentage
then it is an effective meter and
can be Installed in anyone's home.
80 it cannot be possible to have an
average taken of a test of 40 or 50 meters
and give that as an average of a test
as shown on this graph.

Mr. Styants: It is the easiest thing in
the world.
Mr. YATES: It is only possible to test

each meter individually; this is only an
example. Besides, this test was made by
someone who has no connection with the
State Electricity Commission. It was
done by an officer in charge of the Na-
tional Association of Testing Laboratories
and would therefore have no connection
with the State Electricity Commission.
The test would be an accurate one of the
meter which was tested.

Mr. Styants: There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. YATES: Unless meters are tested
under this system—that is to have each
individual meter tested—the consumer
would not know whether his meter was
defective or not, That is one of the
weaknesses of electricity distribution.
Quite a number of householders may have
defective meters which are responsible
for the increased use of electricity in thelr
hames. The member for Wembley Beaches
toldd me what he pays each quarter for
electricity and gas, and it is many pounds
cheaper than it is at my place. I do not
think we use any more electricity than he
does and we also have the same charges
to meet. My meter might be defective;
I @i not know a® this fast until it was
given to us by the Minister tonight.

Bo a lot of these complaints regarding
the increase in price charged for current
which may possibly not have been used
may be due to the fact that there has
been a change-over from 40 to 50 cycles.
It is possible that the meter might not
be performing its task with the change-
over. So until we have an accurate test
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of each consumer’'s meter, which I think

should be done at the same time as the

department fixes up the electrical appli-

ances to meet the change-over, I do not

Elhlnk the consumer will get any satisfac-
o1,

Mr. Lawrence: The Minister said i%
could not be adjusted.

Mr. YATES: I did not hear the Min-
ister say that. What I am getting at is
that if the meter is defective, it should
be replaced by a new one. The new meter
could then be tested in the home under
50-cycles and, if it passes the test, then
the consumer would be gquite satisfied and
would know that he is paying for what
he is getting. At present the consumer
is not 100 per cent. sure that he is get-
ting what he is paying for. The member
for East Perth also mentioned the ques-
tion of gas. A lot of people are not aware
of the fact that if they have a defective
gas and the flame turns red and spits
there might be water in the pipes.
That happens quite often and we find
that water is drawn off from the pipes.

Recently large quantities of watsr have
been drawn from the mains in the streets
and pumped into the gutter. Eventually
this water mixes with the gas and causes
fluctuation in the amount of gas the con-
sumer uses In his various appliances.
Admittedly the gas content of coal today
might not be as pood as it was many
years ago; we might be on different seams
of coal, and the quality of coal at New-
castle might have deteriorated a little.
I think the processing is as good as it
was before. It is not always possible to
get it to the same standard and that is
gl-;TyUauowance must be made for the

In conclusion I would like to say that
I am satisfied with the administration of
the State Electricity Commission. I do not
think the member for Eyre has been
altogether on the wrong track regarding
some of the small things h- mentioned,
but I do not feel they require a Royal
Commission. I am certain a Royal Com-
mission could not achieve any more than
the hon. member has by having raised
these points in the House, and so giving
members an opportunity to air what they
know of the undertaking since it has been
formed into a Commission. I am of the
opinion, therefore, that a Royal Commis-
sion would not be justified at this time,
but that the State Electricity Commission
is ably handled by the present general
manager and the staff.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) (9.1]: I
remind the House that the subject before
us is a motion to the effect that in the
opinion of this House a Roval Commission
should be appointed to inquire into the
high charges for electricity and gas, also
the administration of the State Electricity
Commission. It would appear from the
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speech of the member for South Perth
that the major attack was being made
on the administration, whereas in fact the
major point is in connection with the
high charges. The cost of electricity, and
in particular gas, is a subject of general
conversation throughout the distriet I
represent. It comes up for discussion when
one is going to work in the bus, and also
when one has contact with householders.
I am a householder in my own electorate,
and, having gone home for my evening
meal, I am able to produce a few electricity
accounts.

This brings me to the point that the
Minister gave figures showing the average
price of electricity to the householder in
the capital citles of the mainland. I
understood him to say that he is not led
astray by his general manager, but I pre-
sume the general manager gave him the
two documents te which he referred. The
Minister said that the average price in
Perth for 620 units per annum was 3.323d.
per unit. I doubt whether the average
householder, excluding industrial users,
does consume that number of units.

The Minister for Works: There are
three categories.

Mr. JOHNSON: The charge for elec-
tric light is more than 6d. per unit—it
fs just on 6.56d.—and it has risen each
quarter for at least the last six quarters.
Whether the corresponding charges in
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide
are based on a different rating I do not
know. Being on the “D” rate, as a good
many householders are, I find that the
Minister's figure of 3.323d. is approximately
accurate, in respect to the last quarter, for
people on that raite, who use about 620
units. For householders who are not on
the “D" rate—and I think thai applies
to everyone in shared accommodation—
these figures are inaccurate. I am unable
to check from my own resources any of the
other figures that have been submitted,
but I am led to the conclusion that they
have been specially prepared to support
the argument which the Minister was
to use to refute the necessity of a Royal
Commission. If the figures used for that
purpose are not accurately based, or are
allened to give an Inaccurate plcture, then
I feel there is a great necessity for a Royal
Commission.

The Minister for Works: They were
not designed for that. They were given
as factual.

Mr. JOHNSON: I think the Minister
will admit that they are not truly ae-
curate,

The Minister for Works: The same
argument could be used for the figures
you are putting forward.

Mr. JOHNSON: I have the figures
here, if the Minister would Hke to see
them: and they also came from the Com-
mission. The Minister referred to a
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graph concerning a meter—the member
for Cottesloe by interjection said an effict-
ent meter, but I cannot find the word
“efficlent” anywhere on it—supplied to be
tested by a testing authority. What value
is that? It does not state that the meter
was taken at random from stock or that
it was removed from a random house.
It was a meter to be tested. I am not an
electrical engineer, but I have sufficient
knowledge of the subject to know that if
I were asked to produce a meter that
would give that result, I could do it. That
may not have been done but it could have
been done and, hecause there is no evi-
dence to show it has not been dene, the
graph is also of doubtful value. These
other flgures are a smoke-sereen, and any-
thing that requires a smoke-screen, to
my mind requires a Royal Commission. I
support the motion.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre—in reply)
[9.7): I have listened most attentively to
the debate, and T thank members for their
contributions. The WMinister naturally
would have to defend the State Electricity
Commission. He sald that the allega-
tions I made were untrue. As far as I
am concerned, they were true. I am not
an electricel engineer, but I have gone-
into the figures on a reasonable basis and,.
so0 far as I can align figures, I can deak
with them. I have rather a difficult task,
because the Minister’s seript comes from
those working in the industry who have
all the technical knowledge and data
necessary.

The Minister for Works: That has al-
ways been the case.

Hon. E. NULSEN: On the other hand,
I doubt some of that data. The Minister
referred to the “A” station as being obso-
lete. I know it is not in its infancy, but I
do know that when the Wise Government
resigned office the “A” station for the
time it had been there—although it had
passed its heyday—was still doing very
good work, and so was the “B"” station.
The latter was doing excellent work be-
cause it was producing a kilowatt of elec-
trieity for 1} Ih. of coal. I say now that
even the South Fremantle station, which
is right up to date, is not dolng any better.

That is how the quarrel first started
as far as the general manager is con-
cerned. He condemned the past adminis-
iration of East Perth. He said that every-
thing there was out of order and dilapi-
dated, so I attacked him through the
Press. He did not reply because he knew
that what I put forward was fact. The
late Government and the administration
of the department at the time were very
efficient. Mr. W. H. Taylor was a very
efﬂc_ient engineer who had been in the
engineering profession all his life. He was
about the first electrical engineer to come
to this State. He was here from about
1813 and the work he carried out during
the intervening years has been excellent.
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Now there is a new engineer in charge of
the electricity supplies of the State who
has had no experience in the generation
of electricity, yet he saw fit to condemn
the whole of the work of previous Gov-
ernments in their past administration.
He did that in a repori he submitted to his
then Minister, Mr, Seward. That Minis-
ter put a statement in the Press, and thab
is what I took exception to at the time.

In my opinion, the new engineer was
trying to cover up his own inexperience
and inefficiency by blaming someone else
for the East Perth power station being out
of order at the time. The reason for the
plant being in that conditlon was that
the chief engineer did not possess the
necessary experience to deal with it. I do
nof say Mr. Edmondson is not a brainy
man or that he is not a good manager,
but I say that he is not experienced as
.an electrical engineer. The only experi-
ence he galned, after he passed out of the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie, was when
he went to Gwalla for a few months in
charge of the plant there. He was for 25
or 26 years out of the business associated
with his profession.

The Minister for Works: Whatever his
qualifications may be, his management of
the undertaking has been efficient.

Hon. E. NULSEN: He gained his ex-
perience in running the Gwalia plant, but
that experience was like that which I gain
in running the plant at my hotel con-
trasted with the running of machinery
on a big mine.

The Minister for Works: The fact re-
mains that he is running the present
power house very efficiently.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The Minister does
not know that that is so, because he is
not himself an electrical engineer. I do
not blame him for his defence of Mr. Ed-
mondson, and I certainly have nothing
apainst that official from a personal point
of view. All I say is that he does not
possess the requisite practical experience.
No man ecan succeed uniess he has the
practical experience necessary to carry out
his job. No one can play cricket unless
he practices. Bradman did not become a
great cricketer because he merely read all
about the game. He practised from his
bovhood days, hence his eficiency. The
same thing applied to Mr. Taylor who
was in the electrical engineering business
all his life. The member for South Perth
referred to a man of Mr. Taylor’s calibre
being eritlcised; that was something he
manufactured.

I referred to the East Perth power sta-
tion and the fact that the engine at “B”
station became unbalanced to such an ex-
tont that the tiles on the floor were
shaken off. The employees kicked up a
fuss and refused to carry on unless some-
thing was done about it. That was why
some action was taken. The Minister
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complained ahout the State Electricity
Commission having to carry on the in-
heritance represented by the agreement
entered inte by a previous QGovernment.
He mentioned the Perth City Council be-
ing supplied with current in bulk at
.758d., the workshops at Midland Junction
geiting it at .80d. and the Premantle
Municipa! Tramways and Eleciric Light-
ing Board recelving it at .85d. That was
only for a short period.

I remember questions heing asked in
1849 by Hon. H. S. W. Parker in another
place. He wanted to know what the defleit
on the undertaking was up to 1948, At
that time, despite the rates at which
bulk current was supplied to the authori-
ties I have mentioned, the deficit for two
years was only £90,000. That was because
the undertaking was not getting an ade-
quate price per kilowatt for the electricity
supplied. The Minister knews that the
price of electricity has gone up consider-
ably since 1948.

The Minister for Works: So have the
costs of everything else.

Hon. E. NULSEN:
extent.

The Minister for Works: Yes, they have,

Hon. E. NULSEN: Not when we take
into consideration the increased number of
units generated. Members have reflected
upon my action in criticising the State
Electricity Commission, and I was accused
of speaking in a derogatory manner re-
garding the members of that body. I do
not want the Minister to be under any
misapprehension. So far as the Commis-
sioners are concerned personally, I have
absolutely nothing against them, but I
still say their administration has not been
as efficient as it- should have been. Had
it been otherwise, we would not have so
many complaints.

Since I first hrought this matter be-
fore the House, I have received telephone
rings from every electorate in the metro-
politan area. From Cottesloe I have had
four or five, and from South Perth six.
Three persons have asked me to meet
them tomorrow to discuss the prices of
electricity and gas. Dissatisfaction is rife
throughout the metropolitan area. I have
recelved a great many letters, but I shall
not read any of them. Each one sets out
complaints about the charges for electri-
city and gas.

The Minister for Education: Of course
people complein when charges go up. We
all do that.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Yes. but not to the
same extent. I have been In business
for a long time and never before have I
known of so many complaints about any
public utility or any other business.

The Minister for Education: They must
be complaining very loudly in Victoria.

The Minister for Works: And in New
South Wales.

Not to the same
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Hon. E. NULSEN: I shall not say any-
thing about the position in any other
State. I have said that the State Electri-
city Commission is a one-man concern,
and I still say it is. I think the Minister
has been misled with regard to the Audi-
tor General’'s report. No suggestion was
made at all, but merely the statement
that the msatter had been noted. The
fact that control had been handed over to
the general manager was noted.

The Chief Secretary: When you say
it is a one-man concern, do you mean
thag as a compliment to the general mana-
ger?

Hon. E. NULSEN: The Minister may
take it that way if he so desires. The
other day I listiened to a falk over the
air by the Archer, and I noted that he
condemned one-man control.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You do not take
him seriously, do you?

Hon. E. NULSEN: No, but he belongs
to the same class and holds similar
opinions to members opposite.

The Minister for Works: Not by any
means.

Hon. E. NULSEN: He has the same
ideals and accepts the same ideology.

The Minister for Education: Every
chief executive officer must accept a cer-
tein amount of responsibility and to that
extent there is always one-man control.

Hon. E. NULSEN: But in this instance
the Commission has handed over to the
general manager the full control of the
undertaking.

The Minister for Works: Not at all.
Everything he does is subject to the ap-
proval of the Commission.

Hon. E. NULSEN: From a practical
point of view, that is not so according to
the report of the Auditor General. I am
not referring to the report that should
be placed on the Table of the House in
accordance with Sectlon 58 of the
Act. I say definitely that the mem-
bers of the State Electricity Com-
mission have handed over the adminis-
tration of that undertaking to one man,
and thereby shed a very great responsi-
bility. This action, I consider, has
rendered the usefulness of the Commis-
sion null and void.

The Minister for Works: Not at all.

The Minister for Education: A general
mansager was appointed, but the Commis-
sion retains its authority.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Is there any provi-
sion in the Act justifylng the handing over
of the administration of the Commission
to one man?

The Chief Secretary: That has not heen
done.

Hon T NULSEN: It has been done and
the Av- -~ Gereral has merely noted it.
Of cc = hrs Feen handed over.
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The Minister for Works: Not at all.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Ministers naturally
musi defend the Commission and the
general manager. 1 wish now to refer to
the change-over from 40 to 50 cycles. The
Minister stated that there was no need
for adjusting the meters for the higher
frequency. At the beginning of the ses-
sion the member for South Fremantle
asked the Minister for Works a series of
questions which,  together with the
answers, were as follows:—

(1) With the conversion of the 40
cycles to 50 cycles supply, does
the meter have to be adjusted?—
No.

(2) If so, have the meters in the
Safety Bay ares been adjusted?
—No.

(3) Have al meters in all areas af-
fected been adjusted?—No.

(4) Is it & fact that after the con=
version, the number of units used
should decrease if the same con-
veniences are used as were used
before the conversion?—No.

(5) If the meters require adjustment
after the conversion and no ad-
justment has been made, what
reconciliation of the accounts has
been made by the State Electrli-
city Commission?

No. 5 question brought a reply from the
Minister, “Answered by No. (1)."” I maintain
that the meters do require adjustment
and I intend to quote authorities who, I
suppose, would be equal to those quoted
by the Minister. I have a pamphlet
issued by Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 884 Hay-st.,
Perth, containing a statement by two of
the firm’s engineers, one of whom was
chairman of the Institute of Electrical
Engineers, Perth Branch, so he must be
a man possessed of qualifications. I quote
the following:-—

The voltage coil is reduced by 20
per cent., i.e, in the ratio 40-50. On
non-inductive loads such meters will
register slightly slow, about 1 per
cent., but will be within the permis-
sible limit of plus or minus 2 per
cent. On inductive loads at 0.5 P.F.
lagging the reading will be approxi-
mately 3 per cent fast at full load.
The variation in meter speed between
the foregoing limits will be approxi-
mately proportional to the Ilagging
power factor. At leading power fac-
tors the meter speeds will he slow to
the same extent. All 40 cycle K. W hr.
meters should be adjusted for 50
cycles operation, particularly those
metering inductive loads. This check
is a meter test board operation
agalnst a standard meter and con-
sists of adjustment of the “quad”
loop. After re-adjustment for 50
cycles the accuracy will be as good
as it was on 40 cycles.



2176

Those are statements by two eminent
engineers, snd although I have not been
authorised to give their names, I think
it only fair to do s0. They are—J. A.
Smith, MIEE., MIE, Aust., and J. M.
Rosenberg, AW.ASM., AM.IE. Aust. Yet
the Minister told us there was no need for
any adjustment. I wonder what the Min-
ister has to say in reply to that. Has he
any reply?

The Minister for Works: We have the
evidence of a C.B.ILR.O. authority ap-
pointed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not care by
whom he was appointed. Here we have
in print the evidence of two eminent
engineers.

The Minister for Works: And the
opinion of my authority is in print, too.

Hon. E. NULSEN: There is no doubt
that & meter operating on 50-cycle cur-
rent runs 25 per cent. faster than on 40-
cycle current. For the Minister to quote
the result of a test with one meter only
was neither fair nor just. As was ably
pointed out by the member for Kalgoorlle,
one could not take very much notice of
such a test. If the Minister cares to ob-
tain a copy of the pamphlet from which
I have quoted, he will ind that the state-
ment I have read is correct.

There has been a ftremendous amount
of criticism following the increase in the
price of gas. The member for Collie has
pointed out thai the coal now being used
for gas-making is not up to standard, the
calorific value being very low. He told us
that the B.T.U. of the coal being used was
only 5,0600. If that is so, we cannot expect
to get gas of the requisite quality such
as could be obtained from coal of higher
calorific vaine. Thus the consumer is
paying double or treble the amount for
gas, because he is heing charged an in-
creased price for gas of inferior quality,
necessitating the use of prabably two or
three times as much as would be needed
if the gas were up to standard. No report
by the Commission has been laid on the
Table of the House.

The Minister for Works: All the reports
reqguired by the Act have been laid on the
Tabile.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Has the Minister seen
any report other than that of the Auditor
General? Has any other report been
tabled?

The Minister for Works: According to
the BSolicitor General, all the papers re-
quired by the Act have heen tabled.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have seen a bound
copy of a report—not the Auditor General's
report—that has never been laid on the
Tzhl2 of the House.

The Minister for Works: I have checked
back and found that every paper required
by the Act has been lald on the Table.
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Hon. E. NULSEN: Has the Minister
seen any report other than that of the
Auditor General? If not, I shall bring
one along for his information. I do not
know who compiled it, but it was a nicely-
prepared report of the State Electricity
Commission and was sent to England. But
it was not placed on the Table of this
House. I am surprised the Minister has
not seen the report. He needs to find out
why it was printed, and in such & nlce
form, and not tabled here; though I admit
that it did not contain & lot more informa-
tion than was furnished In the Auditor
General’s report, 1 am not reflecting
on the Auditor General, because his report
is complete. But I want a report from
the Commission so that we can readily
see the exact position.

I want financial statistics and technical
information which will indicate the situa-
tion at a glance and will obviate the nec-
essity of going through the Auditor Gen-
eral's report to try to obtain necessary
information, which I have found difficult.
According to Section 58 of the Act, a report
from the Commission is supposed to be
tabled and not one that has been sent
to the Commission from the Auditor Gen-
eral and then returned and tabled. I
want a report by the Commission signed
by the Commissioners.

The Minister for Works: My advice is
that all those papers have been laid on the
Table.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The Minister in-
sists on that. Tomorrow, Sir, with your
permission, I will bring along the other
report to which I have referred and show
ic to the House.

Mr, May: Lay it on the Table on behalf
of the Minister!

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have no authoerity:
but the Minister was so convincing that
the report I have here was the report
made {n connection with Section 58! It is
not. He did not convince me by any
means,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Does the Min-
ister not think that some adequate report
of the Commission’s operations should be
prepared and tabled?

The Minister for Works: That could be
the subject of further discussion. I am
only complying with the Act as passed by
this House.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Act pre-
supposed & much more adequate report
than this.

Hon. E. NULSEN: In regard to the
changeover from 40 to 50 cycles, eminent
engineers have pointed out that there is
speed variation of 3 per cent. That would
probably make a gift to the State Elec-
tricity Commission to the detriment of the
consumers of about £120,000. I have gone
into the matter roughly and the figures
I have are approximate. According to
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the Auditor General’s report, 224,000,000
units were sold In 1851. If we take 65
per cent. as being used for industry, that
would leave 146,000,000 units. Taking
the average price as being 2d., which
is a conservative figure, the advantage to
the Commission against the consumers
would be over £121,000. The Minister
can check those figures for himself. That
lines up with the power unit overcharge
to the public. I say that these meters,
very definitely in many instances, are
like some scales, in that they give short
weight. ¥Yet we have the Minister tel-
ling us there is no need to have them
adjusted in the change-over from 40 to 50
cycles. Of course there is a need! The
report by two eminent engineers, from
which I previously quoted, bears that out.

The Minister also said that the Perth
charge for electricity was cheaper than
in any other part of Ausiralia, I do
not know the position in the other States
except New South Wales and Victoria.
T wrote to both those States and recelved
information concerning the charges made
there. Here is the comparison. In Perth
the basic unit at the “A" rate is 6.55d.
and for the “C” rate, 2.556d. In Sydney
the primary unit is rated at 625d., as
against 6.55d. here. The secondary unit
rate in Sydney is 2.2d. as against 2.55d.
In those two categories alone, there is
a difference in favour of Sydney. For
cooking purposes the secondary unit
charge in Sydney is 1.7d., and for water
heating it is 0.9d. (night rate) and 1.35d.
(day rate)}.

The Minister for Works: You know
there has been a rise in electricity charges
in Sydney since the 1st November?

Hon. E. NULSEN: These figures relate
to the period before the 1st November
and are correct according to the informa-
tion I received at that time. At Perth
the domestic rate is 0.3d. more than in
New South Wales, and the secondary rate
0.35 more. The water-heating night rate
is 1.65d. cheaper in Sydney and the
cooking rate is 0.85d. cheaper. So it will
be seen that there is throughout a differ-
ence in favour of Sydney. But those
figures were not taken into consideration
in the average the Minister made out.
He said that the people in New Snuth
Wales wanted to get rid of them.

The Minister for Works: I sald that
the Electricity Commission wanted to get
rid of them.

Hon. E. NULSEN: So far as Victoria
is concerned, the energy rate for Mel-
bourne is 1.85d., compared with Perth's
2.55d., a difference of 373 per cent. In
favour of Melbourne. I have quoted the
cost to the average domestic consumer,
and if the cost to industry were taken
into consideration, I venture to say that
I could demonstrate that Perth has not
the cheapest rates.
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The Minister for Works: 1 venture to
say you could not.

Hon, E. NULSEN: On the 9th Novem-
her, 1952, there appeared in the “Sunday
Times” a few comments in regard to the
State Electricity Commission. The paper
sa

Time and money of the State
should not be wasted in appointing
the Royal Commission suggested by
Mr. Nulsen in his attack on the State
Electricity Commission.

I disagree with that. I feel that there
should be some sert of ingquiry and
it would be quite impartial if we had
a4 Royal Commission.

It is unfortunate that Mr. Nulsen
did not wake up yvears agoc and seek
a Royal Commission into the pur-
chase of the old 40-cycle power plant
which has inflicted so much loss and
worry on the consumers of Western
Australia,.

What an idiotic thing to print in the
Press! The 40-cycle equipment did a
wonderful job from the time when it was
installed in 1913 till the new station
was constructed. It gave no trouble and
was just as efficient as the 50-cycle equip-
ment. I believe that we have changed
over to 50 cyecles not because it is more
efficient but through a desire for uni-
formity. In Canada, they use from 25-
cycles to 50-cycles and in England they
have now gone from 50-cycles to 60-cycles,
as far as Navy equipment goes, in order to
fall into line with American practice.

The Minister for Education: You can
hardly buy any modern machine tool
equipment to run on 40-cycles.

Hon. E. NULSEN: That is probably be-
cause the big firms wanted to standard-
ise equipment under their monopolies.

The Minister for Education: We should
have a Royal Commission to investigate
whoever installed 40-cycle equipment in
Western Australia.

Hon. E. NULSEN: When Jack Scad-
dan was Premier of Western Australia in
1913, he had in mind the electrification
of the railway between Perth and
Northam-—as well as the tramways—and
the 40-cycle current was suitable for that.
'l‘I;hat is why the eguipment was installed

ere.

The Minister for Education: What
about the trouble Chamberlains have had
with 40-cycle current?

Hon. E. NULSEN: The articie con-
flnues—

Public confidence was amply de-
monstrated by the magnificent re-
sponse of the public in over-sub-
scribing fto the recent loan
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I do not criticise that, and I repeat that
I would have moved this motion much
earlier but for the fact that my Leader
said it would not be fair to do so while
the loan was being negotiated. We are
pleased that the loan has heen such a
huge success. To continue—

We should he proud of being the
only State on the Australian main-
land free from power rationing and
the tone of Parliament should be
rather of congratulations than carp-
ing criticism.

I admit that, but there is an inference
that the present Government did all this
by its own foresight and initiative, and
that Mr. Edmondson is responsible for
the present position, but that is not so.
The Labour Government, right back in
1942, had Mr. Taylor on the job prepar-
ing plans and specifications, and at the
first opportunity after the war, the Will-
cock Government sent him to England to
get the machinery necessary to establish
the South Fremantle plant.

The Minister for Works: You should
have this argument with the “Sunday
Times.”

Hon. E. NULSEN: Who inspired this

article? I think I know.

The Minister for Works: I do not
know.

The Minister for Education: Was Mr.

Taylor's proposal for 50-cycles?

Hon. E,. NULSEN: Seeing that he was
an Englishman and that 50-cycles is the
custom there, I take it that it was. To
continue—

The “Sunday Times” hopes that the
Government will not waste public
money in ordering a Royal Commis-
sion which plain facts show is en-
tirely unwarranted.

The facts show nothing of the sort, bhut
rather that there should be an investi-
gation into the very high charges for elec-
tricity and gas. In view of the fact that
the administration has received so much
criticism, I helieve it should be included
in the inguiry. I think all members
will agree with the motion and I am
sure that all consumers of electricity and
gas will support it. Since I moved the
motion, mr telephone has been ringing
continuously, and my wife recently said
to me, "I wish you would not get impli-

cated in metropolitan affairs. I am run-
ning to the '‘phone all day."
The Minister for Works: She is on

our side,

The Minister for Education:
where you fell in,

Hon. E. NULSEN: The correspond-
ence, also, has been voluminous, demon-
siraling the depth of the dissatisfaction
with the present high charges for elec-
tricity and gas, 1 have here a large ad-
vertisement by the Electricity Commission

That is
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in the “Sunday Times” on the same date
as the paragraph to which I have just
referred appeared. Did the Minister know
t.ha.tt:,3 di';,hat. advertisement was belng in-
serted?

The Minister for Works: No, but prob-
ably it had been included in “The West
Australian” supplement as part of the
loan publicity.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am speaking of an
advertisment that appeared in the “Sun-
day Times,” and I think that there must
have been some friendship involved in
it somewhere, seeing that the Electricity
Commission has no competition to meet.
‘Why should we waste good money on such
advertisements, in the circumstances?

Mr. Bovell: Do you suggest that it was
done for a mercenary reason?

Hon. E. NULSEN: Does the member
for Vasse think that advertisement was
warranted?

The Minister for Works; We will pos-
sibly have another loan to float and we
want to keep the Commission before the
public.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I wonder what frac-
tion will be added to the formula to meet
the cost of this advertisement. Without
reflecting on the character of anyone, 1
say that the position warrants an investi-
gation of the affairs of the S8E.C. They
have written off £1,350,000 at East Pertih,
and I would lke to know who is to pay
for that.

Mr. Kelly: The people, of course.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Someone must pay
for it.

The Minister for Works:
no depreciation written off.

Hon. E. NULSEN: If they wanted to
replace the equipment with other machi-
nery of equal efficiency, it would cost twice
as much ioday.

There was

The Minister for Works: That is
stretching it a bit.
Hon. E. NULSEN: No. The cost of

everything has gone up. I would remind
the Government that it has written off
over £12,000,000 on the rallways,

The Attorney General: That shows the
rubbishy stuff that the department had.

Hon. E, NULSEN: The railways have
done a wonderful job, but there are few
people who understand it. I refer especi-
ally to thase living in the city who make
no contributions towards our raflways.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!
That pushes the Attorney General back
on his heels.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resuit:—

Ayes . 20
Noes - .. o 24
Majority against 4
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Ayes,
Mr. Brady Mr. Moir
Mr. Graham Mr. Needham
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hawke Mr, O'Brien
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. oreda
Mr. Hoar Mr. Sewell
Mr. Johnson Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Lawrence Mr. Styants
Mr, May Mr. Tonkin
Mr., McCulloch Mr, Eelly
{Teller.)
Roes.
Mr. Abbott Mr. McLarty
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nalder
Mr. Brand Mr. Nimmo
Dame F. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Owen
Mr. Cornell Mr. Perkins
Mr. Doney Mr. Read
Mr, Grayden Mr, Thern
Mr., Hearman Mr. Totterdell
Mr, Hill Mr. Watta
Mr. Butchinson Mr. Wid
Mr. Mann Mr. Yates
My, Manning Mr. Bovell
(Teller.)
Palre.
Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Coverley Mr. Oldfield
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Grifith

Question thus negatived; the motion
defeated.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIFAL TRAM-
WAYS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

b Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
er.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
D. Brand—Greenough) [9.541: I have
no opposition to offer in connection with
this Bill. It has been introduced as a
result of the change in status of the Fre-
mantle Municipal Tramways and Electric
Lighting Board and the sale of the under-
taking which took place to the State
Electricity Commission. The hoard is now
being constituted as a trapnsport board
and certain amendments to the parent
Act are necessary. There is also an
amendment which permits the board to
contribute, without limit, to a superan-
nustion scheme. We have no opposition
to offer to the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Hon. J. B.
Sleeman in charge of the Biil.
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
New clause:

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: As a8
result of the change in name which will
take place when the Bill is passed, it has
been found necessary to make another
minor amendment to Section 22. I move:

That a new clause be inserted as
follows:—
3. Section twenty-two of the
principal Act is amended by sub-
stituting for the words "Tram-
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ways Electoral Rolls” in line
eleven the words, *“Transport

Electoral Rolls”.

New clause put and passed.
New clause:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—
That a new clause be added as
follows:—

5, Section thirty-seven of the
prineipal Act ts amended by—
(a) substituting for the
words, “third Wednes-
day"” in line four the
words “fourth Saturday”;
substituting for the
words, “Municipal Insti-
tutions Act, 1800” in lines
six and seven the words,
“Municipal Corporations
Act, 1906-1851""; and
{¢) substituting for the
words, “Seventh and
Eighth” In lines eight
and nine the words,
“Eighth and Teath.”

All these amendments have been suggested
by the Crown Law Department. In regard
to the proposed paragraph (a), the
original members of the Fremantle Muni-
cipal Tramways and Electric Lighting
Board were elected at elections held on
the third Wednesday, and it has been
thought advisable to hold the elections
for the Transport Board on the same day
as municipal elections are held, that is
the fourth Saturday in November. The
proposals in paragraphs (b) and (¢) sare
consequential amendments.

New clause put and passed.

New clause:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

That a new clause be added as
follows:—

6. Section 38 of the principal Act
is amended by substituting for
the words, “the first day of
December followlng” in line
eight the words, “the appoint-
ment of his successor.

The Crown Law Department has sugpested
that this new clause should be added.
New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—PLANT DISEASES (REGISTRA-
TION FEES} ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. J. T. TONEIN (Melville) [10.2]:

In order to reach a proper understanding
of the proposal in the Bill it is necessary

(b

E=d
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for members to have some knowledge of
the reasons which prompted the intro-
duction of the legislation in the first
place and how it operates. Originally, no
registration fee was paid by a non-com-
mercial orchardist.

The Minister for Lands: Are you sure
of that?

Hen. J. T. TONKIN: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: I was here
when the Bill was originally introduced.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Was the Minister?
The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In 19147

The Minister for Lands: No, I was not
here then.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Fools rush in
where angels fear to tread.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem=
ber is as big a fool as anyone, 50 he should
not try to be funny.

Hon. J. T. TONEIN: The Minister
should be sure of his facts before he
rushes in,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
ber ought to talk about fools; he has
made g fool of himself plenty of times.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
I was wrong. The point is that in 1914,
when the legislation was first introduced,
it did not provide for the payment of a
fee by non-commercial orchards or back-
yard orchards and the Minister was not
even right with the dalte he suggested.

The Minister for Lands: Go on, get
your cane out!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That provision was
introduced in 1935 and became No. 18 in
the 1835 Statutes.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, did it!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In that Act pro-
vision was made for the establishment of
a fruit-fly eradication fund to be bullt
up by contributions from commercial
orchards as well as non-commercial
orchards—

The Minister for Lands: It was not!

Hen, §. T. TONKIN: —and the fee im-
posed upon non-commercial orchards was
1s. for those less than one acre. By Act
No. 39 of 1939 the charge for commercial
orchards was increased to 2s. 6d. per acre
with a maximum of £2 10s. In 1941 that
fee was reduced from 2s. 6d. to 1s. 6d.
per acre for commercial orchards and
several types were exempted from the pay-
ment of that registration fee. In 1944 it
became necessary o increase the fee of
1s. 6d. to 2s. per acre for commercial
orchards and that is the figure ruling to-
day. From the inception of this legisla-
tion it hes been recognised that the owner
of a commercial orchard should pay more
for registration than the person who has
one or two trees in the backyard.
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The Minister now proposes to double
the registration fee of the owners of trees
in the metropoiitan area who do not pro-
duce fruit for sale, and to leave the regis-
tration fee as it {s for those engaged in
the business of producing fruit. If his
proposal is agreed to, the result will be
on his own showing, that an additional
£2,760 in revenue will be raised solely from
those persons who are not owners of com-
mercial orchards., In other words, the
residents of the metropolitan area who
have & few vines or fruit trees in their
backyards will pay an additional £2,760
into this fund for the eradication of fruit-
fiy and the owners of commercial orchards,
in whose interests this fund was estab-
Hlshed, will not pay an additional sixpence.

If the Minister’s proposal is asgreed to,
this will be the final result: There will
be an income from registration fees of
£8,556 of which the non-commercial
orchards will provide £5,520 or 64 per
cent. of the total of the registration fees,
leaving 36 per cent—a little more than
one-third of the money received from
registration fees—to be paid by people
engaged in the fruitgrowing industry.
That is completely out of balance.

Mr. Ackland: Is not the backyard
orchardist the higgest menace in regard
to the spread of fruit-fly?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not a ques-
tion of his being a menace. When this
legislation was amended in 1935 it was
done for the reason that all persons with
fruit trees should register with the de-
partment so that the trees could be regu-
larly inspected to ensure that the owners
carried out spraying and proper treatment
of the trees to keep fruit-fly in check,
and that is being done in the interests of
commercial orchardist.

Mr. Hill: And the State.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is true, When
the Minister introduced the Bill he was
not at all factual because he said—

The Orchard Registration Trust
Fund is auvgmentcd each year by the
Government to the following extent:.—
It pays approximately £1,500 for the
appointment of two inspectors, plus a
grant of £12,000, which includes £3,000
for three fruit-fiy baiting schemes.
That is not true: that is not the position
at all. The Government does not pay
£12 000 a year and never has. Going back
to the year 1946-47, the year in which this
Government came into office, I have taken
from the reports of the Auditor General,
who audits the trust fund, these flgures—
Credit balance in
the Fruit-Fly Eradi-
cation Fund at the £ s 4

1st July, 1946 412 11 7
Receipts from regis-

tration fees 4889 7 7

Total £5301 19 2

—
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Payments from the fund were—
Salaries, pay roll tax

and workers’ com- £ s. d.
pensation payments 3,569 2 4
Travelling  expenses 938 5 9
Printing, stationery
and postages 4215 0
Sundries 71 15 3
Total £4621 18 4

This left, at the end of the financial year,
& credit balance of £680 0s. 10d. It will
be noticed that in that year there was no
contribution from the Government at all.
Yet the Minister says the Government has
paid £12,000 a year! The figures for 1947-
48 are as follows:—

Credit balance at the £ s. d.
1st July, 1947 680 010
Receipts into the fund—
Advance from ap-
propriation ad-
vance to Treasurer 200 0 O
Registration fees ... 4955 17 7
Total . £583518 5
Payments from the fund for the year
were—
Salaries, pay roll tax
and workers' com- £ s. d.
pensation payments 4,043 5 4
Travelling expenses .... 1,036 5 10
Sundries — printing,
statlonery and post-
ages . . 187 12 1
Total

£5267 3 3

This left a credit balance in the fund of
£568 15s. 2d., which was £368 more than
the Government had advanced from the
Advance to Treasurer’s Account. In that
year the payment from the Government
was £200, and not the amount of £12,000
that the Minister referred to. The figures
for 1948-49 were—

Credit balance at the £ 5 d.

1st July, 1948 568 15 2
Advance from appro-
priation advance to
Treasurer . . 800 0 0
Registration fees 5,500 10 1
Total receipts

. £6,300 10 1

The payments from the fund were—

Repayment to Treas- £ 5. d.
ury ... - . 1,000 0 0
Salaries . 4,506 16 11
Travelling expenses 819 11 4
Sundries .. 394 14 6
Total £6721 2 9

— pe——
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The repayment of £1,000 was to recoup
the Treasury for the £200 it bad paid to
the fund in 1947-48 and the £800 it ad-
vanced in the year 1948-49. So the £1,000
was given hack. The balance in the fund
at this stage was £148 23, 6d. The Minis-
ter made the statement that these regis-
tration fees had not been sufficient for
the service from the inception. It is not
true, of course, because for these three
years the registration fees were more than
sufficlent to pay for the service which
was being rendered. The figures for
1949-50 were—

Credit balance at the £ s. d.

1st July, 1949 148 2 @
Grant from Revenue 1700 0 0
Registration fees 4,622 13 0
Total £6470 15 6

This was the first time that the Gov-
ernment actually made a grant from
Revenue which remained in the fund
without being repaid. and the £1,700 so
granted was a long way short of the
£12,000 that the Minister referred to as
being paid yearly. The registration fees
for this particular year were only
£4,622 13s., s0o I want to know what hap-
pened. Who fell down on his job? The
registration fees in 1946-47, were £4,889
and in 1949-50, £4.622, a falling-off of
£260. In 1947-48, the registration fees
were £4955, yet Im 1948-50, they were
only £4,600, or a drop of £350.

Mr. Ackland: It shows it was not
policed enough; they needed more money.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No. There was
a surplus in the fund. The inspectors
who are paid from this fund do not
police the collecting of the money. Some-
body fell down badly there, and the fol-
lowing year. too. As I have already
pointed out, the registration fees in
1948-49 were £5500. Why did they fall
to £4,600 in 1949-50? They fell by £500.

The Minister for Lands: Because they
had not all been collected at the end of
that financial year.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Is that the
reason? They were not collected the fol-
lowing year, elther, because the total the
following year was only £5,168, and that
was £400 less than the year 1948-49. No
explanation is given by the Minister for
that falling off, Those two years coming
in between higher collections in the pre-
vious years and a higher collection in sub-
sequent years show clearly that some-
thing was radically wrong in the collection
of the fees in those years. Fancy a falling
oft of £900, when obviously the numbher of
residences with fruit-trees and vines must
have been increasing! There should have
been a gradual increase in the amount of
registration fees obfained.

The Minister for Lands: Do you not

think that a lot of people are pulling
their one trees out?
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They would not
do it in just those two years. If they
were doing it, it would be a gradual pro-
cess. If they were going to -do it, they
would have done so immediately the im-
post was put on, not some years after
they were paying it.

The Minister for Lands:
Iing me.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They would not
g0 on paying 1s. a year for some years
and then pull their trees up.

The Minister for Lands: A lot of them
have been ordered by inspectors to pull
out fig-trees.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is the Minister
giving that as an explanation?

The Minister for Lands: I am trying
to help you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister is
not helping me by making suggestions
which have no factual basis.

The Attorney General: The acreage
went down during that period.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The acreage
where?

The Attorney General:
Australia.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In those two
years?

The Attorney General:
and 1950-51,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is when the
registration fees were £5,500,

The Attorney General: I say 1948-49
was high.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
down in 1948-49.

The Attorney General:
1948-49.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How does the
acreage of 1951-52 compare with the acre-
age of 1950-51?

The Attorney General: The year 1949-50
is 22,744 acres, and 1950-51 is 22,013
acres; & drop of over T00 acres.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So the acreage
in 1950-51 was less than in 1849-507?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yet the fees col-
lected were higher. So thers is something
wroang there and that is not the explana-
tion. The registration fees in 1949-50
were £4,622, but those in 1950-51 were
£5,169; so that will not make the position
clear. I think there is a responsibility on
the Minister to ascertain from the depart-
ment the reason for that v ry substantial
falling off, which adversely affected the
fund. However, I will proceed with the
comparison. At the end of June 1950,
there was a balance of £192 145, and the
contribution from the Treasury that year
was £1,700. In 1950-51, commencing with

You are tel-

In Western

Since 1948-49

It did not go

1 say since
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a credit balance of £192 14s., the receipts
from revenue were £4,818, That was a
fairly substantial contribution from
revenue, but a long way short of the
£12,000 a year the Minister mentioned,
The registration fees came to £5,169,
making a total income of £9,987 0s. 4d.
Payments were: Salaries, etc. £7,939 6s. 2d.;
travelling expenses, £1,699 18s. 3d.;
sundries, £280 125, 9¢d. That left a credit
balance to the 30th June, 1851, of
£259 17s. 24.

For the year 1951-52, commencing with
that credit balance of £259 173, 2d.. the
receipts were: Grant from the Treasury of
£5,600 and registration fees, £5,7968 @s. 5d.,
making a total amount in the fund of
£11,656 3s. 7d. Payments from the fund
were: Salarles, £8,415 8s. 9d.; travelling
expenses, £2,362 7s. 6d., and sundries,
£351 7s., leaving at the end of the vear a
credit balance in the fund of £527 0s. 4d.
It can be seen that not in any single year
did the Government contribute anything
like £12,000. For three of those six years,
the contribution was nil. For the other
three, the contribution did not exceed
£6,000. So I am wondering who supplied
the Minister with the flgures he used here.
If one refers to the Estimates for this
year, one finds on page 103 under “Min-
ister for Agriculture,” Item No. 8, “Re-
search and Control Pruit-fiy.” The Vote
for 1951-52 was £10,000, but the expendi-
ture was only £9,114.

The contribution from revenue to the
fruit-fly eradication fund was £5,600 and
there was the grant from the department
for research into fruit-fly control. It was
never intended that money for research
should come from this fund hecause the
Department of Agriculture carries out all
sorts or research into insect pests and
diseases, and the money is provided from
general revenue. It was never intended
that licenses for the registration of
orchards should provide money for
research into fruit-fly control. So, even
if we take the full £9,000 spent last year,
it still falls a long way short of the £12,000
a year mentioned by the Minister. I do
rot say the Minister did it intentionally,
but he definitely misled the House by using
those figures, because in no year has the
Go*vfrlment provided £12,000 for this
work.

‘=it that in the last three years it

has heen made plain that there is an
ver 5.2 call upon the Treasury to assist
this fund because, whereas in the initial
-sars registration fees were sufficient to
pay the cost of this work, latterly, because
+f ipereased costs, the money has not been
ficie t. I ask members, is it fair to
1~vy & registration fee on the commercial
~rchardist as the figure is at present and
' - ¢ been since 1944, and yet seek to obtain
‘g jncreased revenue from the back-

. mevf~ = whose only interest in this legisla-
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tion is that they have to register so that
the position of their fruit-trees will be
known t¢ the department?

The Minister for Lands: You know
quite different from that. You know they
are breeding the fruit-fly.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
that.
d The Minister for Lands:
0.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not.

The Minister for Lands: And you know
that the commercial orchardist is baiting
to preserve the industry.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Ee has paid 2s.
per acre, which rate was fixed in 1944.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and the
other fee has not been touched at all.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 'The non-cam-
mercial orchardist was paying a fee of
1s. in 1944,

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What justification
has the Minister for suggesting that the
rise in costs has been responsible for
doubling the registration: fee for the man
who is not getting his living from his
frult trees, and leaving the fee the same
for the man who is carrying on his
orchard on a commercial basis, seeing that
the registration fee levied upon the non-
commercial orchardist 1s simply to let the
department know where his fruit trees
are so that the inspectors can check up?

The Minister for Lands: And police
the fruit-fly, which that type of orchardist
is breeding.

Hon. J. T. TONEKIN: Oh, no!

I do not know

Of course you

The Minister for Lands: ©Oh, yes! You
do not know everything!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister

said that the number of inspectors em-
ploved was adeguate.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: For what?

The Minister for Lands: The two In-
spectors are adequate to carry out the in-
spections in the metropolitan-suburban
ares.

Hon. J. T. TONEKIN: And you say those
people are breeding frulc-fly!

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How can the
Minister say they are breeding the pest?

The Minister for Lands: Do not be so
sillyt

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister is
the one who is being silly.

The Minister for Lands:
funny!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister
says the numb-r of inspectors is adequat-
I ask—aderat~> for what?

Do not be
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The Minister for Lands: To carry out
the necessary inspections.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not a
matier of carrying out inspections but of
seeing, when the inspections are carried
out, that the owners of the fruit trees
are taking the necessary steps to deal with
the frtlxit.-ﬂy and keep the situation under
control.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, to con-
trol the position—but they still go, on
breeding the fruit-fly.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister
cannot have it both ways. If, as he says,
the backyard orchardists in the metro-
politan area are breeding fruit-fly, then
obvipusly the number of inspectors is not
adequate. If the number is adequate, that
suggests to me that the job is being done.

The Minister for Lands: Of course, you
know different from that!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 1 leave it to the
commonsense of members to judge the
argument the Minister desires to use. He
wants to say that the number of inspec-
tors is adequate and then to say that
frult-fly is being bred in the backyard
orchards in the metropolitan area. My
view iz that if fruit-fly is being bred in
the metropolitan area, then the inspec-
tions are not adequate. To my mind, it is
quite wrong to expect the revenue from
this fund to be provided in the propor-
tion of 64 per cent. from those who have
one or two trees and a few vines and
36 per cent from those engaged in the
industry commercially who stand to bene-
fit most from the operations of the fund.

A fair thing is a fair thing, and what
is proposed by the Minister Is the very
antithesis of the usual practice. Ordinarily
we expect the greater contribution from
those who get a living from the industry,
and we give those people more assistance
than we do fo those who are dolng some-
thing similar but are not galning their
living from their work., The proposition
of the Minister seeks to reverse the
procedure that has operated until
now. Prior to this stage heing reached,
more than 50 per cent. of the reve-
nue was obtained from those engaged
in the industry commercially. The Min-
ister’s proposal will change that, and 64
per cent. of the revenue will in future
come from those not engaged in the busi-
ness commercially.

Mr. Ackland: Do you not realise that
those engaged in the industry com-
mercially police it themselves and see that
the fruit-fiy is not allowed to spread.
tthc!pn. J. T. TONKIN; But they do not do

a

Mr. Ackland: The majority of them do,
because they would lose their incomes if
they did not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They get the bene-
fit of the fruit baiting scheme.
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Mr. Owen: Only a few of them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Those who desire
to benefit from that subsidy derive that
advantage.

Mr. Hill: Can you tell me how many
are responsible for the necessity for in-
spections of backyard orchards?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There are 55239
that have to be policed, and the Minister
says the number of inspectors 1s adequate.

11The Minister for Lands: That is, over
all.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That was a state-
ment made by the Minister. If they are
adequate, there 1s no necessity for In-
creased fees because the expenditure of
more funds would be so much waste
money.

The Attorney General: I do not think
you could inspect a local tree for 2s.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am certain it
would be possible to do it for 2s.

The Attorney General: I should not
have thought =o.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is just a matter
of going from one backyard to the next.

The Minister for Lands: There are
many expenses Incurred in the work.
There i5 car milage and so on.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The figures I have
quoted are not mine, but have been
furnished by the department and they
prove that for a number of years the
amount recelved from registration fees
was sufficient.

The Minister for Lands: The fees re-
celved have never been sufficient.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister
wants to adopt that attitude—

The Minister for Lands: You know that
;:ihe amount received has never been suf-
clent.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister
know if, for instance, during the years
1946-47 there was any contribution to the
fund from Consolidated Revenue?

The Minister for Education: You say
there was not, so why ask the question?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
there was.

The Minister for Education: He did not
say there was.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
that in no year was the amount of the
registration fees sufficient to meet the
cost of inspection.,

The Minister for Education: He did not
say there was any contribution from the
Treasury for that vear.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister in-
ferred that.

The Minister for Education: You infer
a lot.

[ASSEMELY.]

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister for
Education will not be so obtuse as to say
that Is the position. He knows that the
only revenue comes from the registration
fees, and if there is a surplus in any one
year, it means that the fund was sufficlent
to pay the cost of inspections and so forth.

The Minister for Edueation: There
might be a varlety of reasons for & sur-
plus being carried over from the previous
zjear. I do not know if that is the posi-

on.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If there is a sur-
plus at the end of a year that is blgger
than that with which the year com-
menced, and begsring in mind that the
only revenue avallable comes from regis-
tration fees, how can it be said that the
revenue of the fund was not sufficient
to cover all payments? It is idle for the
Minister to adopt such an attitude in
view of the information I have given.
It is perfectly clear that in 1946-47,
1947-48 and 1948-49, taking the three
years together, there was sufficient in-
come without any contribution from rev-
enue. I have already pointed out that
in 1947-48 there was an advance from rev-
enue of £200 and in 1948-48 an advance
of £800, but in 1948-49 there was repaid
from the registration fees the £800 ad-
vanced in that year and the £200 ad-
vanced in the previous year. Therefore
it is of no use saying that the registra-
tion fees have never been sufficient to
pay for the work done.

From then on, I agree that the Min-
ister was right because in 1949-50 a con-
tribution of £1,700 was required from the
Treasury, in 1850-5@ a contribution of
£4,818 and in 1951-52 a contribution of
£5,600. The cost Is now increasing
steeply, and making a greater demand on
the Treasury. It would seem that the
year in which a proposition like this
should have been brought forward was
1949, the first year in which it became
necessary for the Treasury to make a sub-
stantial contribution fo the fund. In that
year, £1,700 was required for the first
time and in the following year the
Treasury had to find £4,8i8. I suppose
the position then was that the Govern-
ment had plenty of money and did not
WOITy.

Now that it is hard pressed for funds,
it cannot contemplate a payment of sev-
eral thousands of pounds to the fund
and so proposes to get the money by in-
creasing registration fees. The Govern-
ment’s contribution last year was £5,600;
this proposal will yield only £2760. If
the Minister is genuine in his statement
that the fund ought to finance itself and
pay the cos{, then he should also in-
crease the figure that has obtained since
1944 for those commercially engaged in
the business and let the increase be
shared throughout.
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The Minister for Lands: I never said
that the fund should finance itself. If
you wani to know my opinion, I do not
think the growers should have to con-
tribute. It should be & direct charge on
revenue, If the growers are prepared to
assist in financing a scheme to eradi-
cate the pest and find a hig proportion
of the money, they are a damned lot of
fools. The money should come out of
revenue, the same as other things are
financed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is a most
interesting statement.

The Minister for Lands:
opinion.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister
think that the commercial growers should
not contribute anything, but that the
people in the metropolitan area who have
a few vines should be compelled to con-
tribute to the fund?

The Minister for Lands:
that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN : Does the Minister
think that?

The Minister for Lands: Ask yourself.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think the Min-
ister should be fair.

The Minister for Lands : I am fair.

The Minister for Education: What he
said was that all of it should be paid
cut of revenue.

The Minister for lands: That is so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I understood him
to say that he considered the growers
were fools in contributing to the fund,
that they should not have to contribute
and that the money should be provided
out of revenue. I took it that he was draw-
ing a distinction.

The Minister for Lands:
all growers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then I should like
the Minister to tell me whether it is
his opinlon that there should not be a
license fee for anyone and that the
fund should be wiped out.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, na!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then who is
going to provide the money for the fund?

The Minister for Lands: I wonder how
you manage to lie stralght in bed at
night.

That is my

I did not say

No, they are

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What the Min-
ister means by that, I do not know,

The Minister for Lands: You must al-
ways be thinking out something.

Hon, J. 'T. TONKIN: It is my job to
analyse these propositions.

The Minister for Lands: You stagger
me. You agreed to all these things when
you were Minister for Agriculture.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I never agreed to
a proposal that required a greater con-
tribution to the fund from people noi en-
gaged commercially in the industry, com-
pared with those who were.

Mr. Bovell: The whole point is that
the backyard orchardist is & great danger
to the indusiry.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: How is he &a
danger?

Mr. Bovell: I am a hackyard orchard-
itst.. I have a vine and a few almond
rees,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the hon. mem-
ber is a danger to the industry, I can-
not help it., ‘The Minister said the in-
spectors were quite adequate and that
their job was to inspect the backyarders
and see that they were keeping their
trees clean. If the inspeciors are quite
adequate, I assume that they are doing
their job. Therefore the backyarder can-
not be blamed. Now we get back to the
proposition suggested by the Minister, and
it might surprise him to know that I am
going to agree with him when I find out
exactly what he proposes. If he proposes
that the license fees should be abolished
in respect to everybody and the money
provided from revenue, I say that is fair
enough.

Mr. Hill: Your party refused that when
you had to face the proposition, and we
had to introduce legislation so that we
could tax ourselves in order to raise the
funds

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When Mr. Wise
was Minister for Agriculture—

Mr. Hill: It was before his day.

Mr. SPEAKER. Order! The member
for Albany can speak later. This is be-
coming like a quiz session.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Labour Govern-
ments were not up against a proposal for
the setting up of a fund. I remind the
member for Albany that the Labour Gov-
ernment was responsible for bringing In
the legislation that first required a con-

tribution from the non-commercial
grower. Now what has the hon. member
to say?

Mr. Hill: I shall do as the Speaker

suggested—make my speech later.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It was in 1935—
Mr. Hill; No, in 1927.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It was in 1935
when the Act was amended to make the
provision to which I have been reforring.
The Plant Diseases Act Amendment Act
of 1935 provides that—

(1) For the purposes of this Act there
sh:ll be established a special
fund, to be administered by the
Director of Agriculture through a
separate trust account. and *o be
known as the Fruit Fly Eradica-
tion Fund.
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(2) The said fund shall consist of all
fees received by the Director of
Agriculture from the registration
and the transfer of the registra-
tion of orchards under this Act,
and of any other moneys appro-
priated by Parliament to the pur-
poses of such fund. All such
fees and moneys on the receipd
thereof by the Director of Agri-
culture sheall be placed to the
credit of the sald fund.

(3) The moneys in the said fund
shall be deposited in the name
of the fund at the Treasury. and,
subject to this Act, shall be oper-
ated on by the Director of Agri-
culture.

There it is for the member for “Albany
to read. Section 4 reads—

Bection thirty-five of the principal
Act iIs amended as follows:—

{b) by deleting the proviso to para-
graph (¢) of subsection (a) and
inserting in leu thereof a pro-
viso as follows:—

Provided that the fees for
the registration of an orchard
and for the transfer of the
registration of an orchard shall
be fixed at one shilling, and
that other registration fees
may be graded from two shil-
lings and sixpence upwards,
according to area.

That was what fixed the charge of 1s.
on orchards of less than one acre.

The Minister for Lands: Did not your
original Bill provide for a 5s. registration
fee for backyard orchards?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Not to my know-
ledge. What does the Minister mean by
“original Bill"?

The Minister for Lands: You know it
did.

Mr. J. Hegney:
that Bill.

The Minister for Lands: Do you not
remember the late member for Subiaco
getting up and holding forth on that
matter?

Mr. J. Hegney:
time ago.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister has
got hold of something, let us have it. He
asks if I do not remember a Bill. What
Bill, or what Act? We have the same
resuit each time. When we want to get
right down to the facts, the Minister will
not play ball.

The Minister for Education: What pur-
pose is served by getting down to the
facts?

The Minister for Lands: I asked you
a simple question: Whether you remem-
bered it.

It did not. I supported

No. That was a long
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not, and
I do not think it ever existed.

The Minister for Lands: You do not?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister?
The Minister for Lands: I do.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What causes the
Minister to think {t? He must have some
basis for the thought. I am telling the
Minister that so far as I can recollect
no such Bill ever existed.

The Minister for Lands: Then that is
the answer to my question. Why do you
want to go any further?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course the
Minister's interjection immediately created
an inference that & Labour Government
at some time or other had a mind to
impose a license fee of 5s. on somebody.
I say that is an unfalr inference because
it never existed.

The Minister for Lands: All right.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Plant Diseases
Act Amendment Act of 1835 was
Labour's original proposal and it estab-
lished a fund for the purpose of
eradicating the fruit-fly. I am thoroughly:
in accord with the proposal that Genersal
Revenue should find the necessary money
for a scheme that will benefit not only the
producers but the whole State. But If
the Government decides that it cannot
find the money and has to raise it from -
the people who have fruit trees, I think
it should do that equitably; and it does
not appear to me to be fair to say that
the growers should not pay it, but some-
body else who has one or two trees ought
to pay it because it cannot be found from
General Revenue,

If the Minister's proposition in this Bill
was for a general increase in costs be-
cause General Revenue could not find
sufficient money, I would say that was
fair enough. But it does not appear to
me to be fair to leave the flgure for a
commercial orchardist as it is. At one
time it was higher than it is now, for
it was 2s. 6d. per acre. It does not seem
to me to be just to say that the figure
fixed in 1844 for a man who gets his
living in the industry shall remain at 2s.
per acre but that those persons in the
metropolitan area who have a few vines
or trees shall pay an increased registra-
tion fee,

I will admit that the amount involved
is trifling—1s. a year extra. But there is
a prineciple involved; and I think it is
reasonable that if additional money is re-
quired, the Minister should obtain all
that is needed. He will not get it this way,
but he would get it if he imposed the
increase on everybody who had fruit trees.
In that way the Treasury would be relieved
of the responsibility of having to find
this money and would get it from those
who have fruit trees, and I would not
object. I would say that all those per-
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sons who have been registered under the
Act must pay more now because costs
are higher. But it does not seem to me to
be fair to say that we will get half the
money necessary by taxing those who are
not engaged in the business commerecially.
It seems to me that the Government wants
the money but is afraid to put a tax on
those it feels it represents.

The Minister for Lands: The tax on
the commercial growers was increased.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When?

The Minister for Lands: In 1944.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Oh, no! It was
higher than that hefore then. It was at
one time 2s. 6d.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but it was
only a nominal registration when it was

first brought in and the metropolitan-
suburhan orchardists continued to pay 1s.

per acre, though the levy on commercial *

orchardists was increased.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, in 1944. It
was down to ls. 6d. in 1841 and then went
to 2s. per acre in 1944. I submit that the
increase in costs has been greater between
1944 and 1952 than it was between 1941
and 1944,

The Minister for Lands: I agree.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So if it is neces-
sary to recover those costs, they should
be recovered from all the contributors to
the fund. Let us see some of the items
the Minister mentioned es involving in-
creased costs. He referred to postage and
sald that in some cases persons wrote in
for cards which had to be despatched to
them and that cost 3d. When they sent
in their cards the registration certiflcate
had to be despatched and that cost an-
other 3d. That extra cost would be in-
curred in respect of people engaged com-
mercially in the industry in most cases.

The Minister for Lands: No.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who would it be?

The Minister for Education: A pgreat
number of metropolitan-suburban people.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not think
many metropolitan people would write in
for cards and have certiflcates posied back
to them,

The Minister for Lands: Yes, they do.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, that is so.
The commercial orchardist is up for a
pretty fair sum and has to pay it.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: What is the sum
he is up for? It is 2s. per acre.

The Minister for Lands: I pay £2 18s. 6d.
a year,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does not the
Minister’s orchard return that?

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
I would be running it if it did not?
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: A man who has
a few trees in his backyard does not derive
any income from them at all, but he has to
pay a registration fee even if he has only
a passion vine.

Mr. Manning: Two shillings.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:. It seems to me
quite reasonable and fair that if the Gov-
ernment has to increase the revenue from
this fund it is entitled to obtain that
revenue from all the growers of trees and
vines and not a section of them, and that
the people who ought to contribute the
greater portion to this scheme are those
who obtain thelr living from the industry.
If we require a contribution from those
who have trees, what justification can
there be for asking that the ones who are
not engaged commercinlly shall pay the
bulk of the revenue?

Mr, Hill: Because they have most of
the fruit-fly.

Mr. Manning: Because it costs no more
to check up on & commercial orchard than
a backyard orchard.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is the proposition
that it costs no more to look at one tree
than to look at a hundred trees?

Mr. Owen: There is the cost of collect-
ing the money.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is no cost
involved there because a person fills in
g form at the counter, hands it in and
takes the registration certificate with him.

The Minisfer for Lands: And extra staff
is put on for the purpose each year.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What does that
involve?
The Minister for Lands: Quite a lot.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: According to this
it does not involve much. It would come
under the item—sundries, postages, tele-
grams and stationery. The total for that
in the highest year—1951-52—was £351 7s.
The bulk of the money is spent on salaries
which last year amounted to £8,415 8s. 94.

Mr. Owen: Many of these officers have
to visit the backyard orchard to collect the
1s.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Do they?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Do they not fine
the backyard orchardist and collect several
times the 1s., when he does not register?
I can remember an hon. member of this
House being fined for not registering his
orchard.

The Minister for Lands: Many of the
fees are collected. It.is only when a per-
son refuses to pay that he is brought be-
fore the court.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I can recall in-
stances of people being brought before the
ggurt for neglecting to pay, not refusing

pay.
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The Minister for Lands: Yes, after being
warned. The fruit-fly inspector had warned
them and they stil had not paid, and
they were then brought hefore the court.
But that seldom happens.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When it does hap-
pen, it does not cost the Government any
money.

‘The Attorney General: The Govern-
ment would not make much out of it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who gets the
fine?
The Attorney General: What do you

think i{ costs to issue a summons out of
the court?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Attorney
General cennot tell me that the Govern-
ment loses monhey on it.

The Minister for Lands: You occupied
the position as Minister, and you know
as well as I do what happens.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: Yes, and I am
telling the Minister what happens. I am
quoting from the record of the working
of the fund. I disagree with what the
Minister wants. He is changing the prin-
¢iple. When this matter was first intro-
duced, no contribution was obtained from
the non-commercial orchardist. It was
regarded as an idea for the eradication
of fruit-fly, and those who had orchards
were required to register, and had to take
out a license. In 1935, the then Labour
Government decided, as a greater control
measure, to extend the licenses to people
in the metropolitan area and country dis-
tricts who had fruit-trees but did not
have commercial orchards.

The Minister for Lands: When did the
commercial orchardist start to pay?
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 1In 1914.

The Minister for Lands: No, he did
not.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN:
When did he?

The Minister for Lands: I did not pay
until about 1932. We never registered.

lgll\ir. Hill: The Act was brought in about

I stand corrected.

The Minister for Lands:
register then?

Mr, Hill: Some did and some did not.

The Minister for Lands: Of course.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course, what?

The Minister for Lands: Of course we
did not pay.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: There does nof
seem to be any strong idea about the
position. The Minister says he did not.

Mr. J. Hegney: They did not pay, but
tl.];gg were eaten out with fruit-fly before

But did we

The Minister for Lands:
know anything about it.

You do not
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a Mr. J. Hegney: I know as much as you
0.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The initial legis-
lation was brought down In 1914.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Mel-
ville is speaking on behalf of his Leader,
I presume,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: ¥Yes. The plant
diseases legislation was introduced in 1914
and it was subsequently amended in 182§,
1926, 1933, 1835, 1941 and 1944, so mem-
bers can see it has heen before Parllament
quite & number of times. Whilst I am not
ahsolutely certain about this, because I
did not check the point, I am of opinion
that when it first came in it required
payment of a license fee. What the
amount was I cannot say.

Mr. Hill: The amount was 2s. 6d. in
accordance with Section 35(¢c) of the 1914

Act.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is the
question answered for the Minister, and
jf the Minister did not pay the fee he
must have dodeged the licensing officer.

The Minister for Education: He would
not recollect having paid half-a-crown.

Hon, J, T. TONKIN: That proves the
point I was making, that the policy has
been turned completely round. When it
was originelly introduced, only the com-
mercial orchardist paid a license fee.

The Minister for Lands: I did not have
an orchard; I had a vineyard, and I tell
you I paid nothing.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In 1935, a Labour
Government decided that a contribution
was to be obtained from those persons
who did not own commercial orchards but
who had fruit-trees in their yards of less
than one acre. But the Government did
not require them to contribute the major
portion, which is what the Minister now
seeks, hecause he wishes that those not
engaged commercially shall contribute the
major portion of the money. I favour the
original idea because I think it is the
sounder method. For that reason, I op-
pose the Bl

On motion by Mr.
journed.

BILIL—NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading—Defealed.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver—Sublaco)
[11.10]): I am sorry the hon. member has
introduced this measure, and I am sure
that after due consideration he will realise
that it would be an ahsurdity to place upon
a board consisting of highly qualified and
trained personnel one who is untrained.
He read portion of the Act dealing with
the board the other evening and I will
quote agaln the composition of the board.

Hill, debate ad-
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On it are the Commissioner of Public
Health, Dr. Henzel; Dr. Thomson, Inspector
General of Mental Hospitals; Drs. Nunn
and Le Souef, both appointed by the
B.M.A., and ¢ne of them an obsfetrician;
Mr. Scott, a trained man and secretary
of the mental nurses organisation; Miss
Cottrell, who is in charge of the Chest
Clinic and is also highly trained; Matron
Ediss of the Home of Peace; the Matron
of the Royal Perth Hospital, Matron
Siegal; and Matron Walsh of the King
Edward Maternity Hospital. They are all
highly trained people.

The hon. member must know that the
Nurses Registration Board performs three
main functions; the training of nurses,
the laying down of the syllabus of training
and the conducting of examinations. It
is & board comprised of persons who can
deliberate upon such matters, and that
is essential, because they must ensure
that the standards and methods are ade-
quate to fit nurses to carry out thelr duties.
The board must view nursing from above
and not from helow, and it undertakes the
registration of qualified nurses, thus en-
suring that the public is not imposed upon.

It also supervises the standard of pro-
fessional conduct of nurses, and for the
purpose of carrying out these functions
it is necessary that the board be comprised
of persons with expert knowledge and of
high standing in the profession. The
board is in no way an industrial tribunal
and it is therefore not appropriate for a
nursing aide to be a member of the board.
When the member for Eyre was Minister
for Health in 1946 he was approached by
the ATN.A, and by the Nurses Union, for
representation on the board. He denled
it to them and his reasons, as given by
him, were—

With regard to your claim for direct
representation on the board, I would
point out that if direct representation
were given both to your Union and
the AT.N.A. such appointments could
not compare as a cholce of universal
representation with any made by elec-
tion on the sufirage of the whole body
of nurses, which the Act now provides.

He further said—

If organisations of nurses by their
very existence claim direct representa-
tlon upon the Nurses Registration
Board, all future organisations of
nurses to whatever number may, with
equal propriety, clalm the right. If
the members of the board were in-
creased In the ways you desire, in
the hest interests of the public it
would be necessary to increase the
medical representation and the board
would become unwieldy. There does
not appear to be any obstacle to the
views of your Union being brought be-
fore the board either by direct corres-
ggng;nce. or through members of the

ard.
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If these people are granted the status of

nursing atdes there will be no obstacle in

their way, either. I am sure that when

the hon. member recalls what he sald in

the past he will not wish to continue with

g:lis g:ilﬁasure. For these reasons I oppose
e .

MR. GRAYDEN (Nedlands) [11.15]:
The Bill proposes firstly to increase the
number of membhers of the Nurses' Regis-
tration Board from nine to 10 and,
secondly, to fill the vacancy thus created
with a person nominated by the Hospital
Employees Industrial Union of Workers
Western Australia.

Hon. E. Nulsen:
right.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Clause 2, paragraph
(h) reads—

adding after subparagraph ((iv) of
paragraph (a) of subsection (4) a
sub-paragraph as follows:—

(v) a person nominated by the
Hospital Employees’ Indus-
trial Union of Workers W.A.

Hon. E. Nulsen: They are members of
that union, but will he nominated by one
in their own category.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There is no provision
to that effect in the Bill.

Hon. E. Nulsen: The hon. member can
move an amendment if he Iikes.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not desire to do
50, but am just pointing out what the
Bill provides. The member for Eyre may
move an amendment if he so wishes. The
three organisations interested in the Bill
are the W.A. Nurses' Union, the Australian
Trained Nurses’ Assoclation and the Hos-
pital Employees’ Industrial Union of
Workers. There is at present before the
Arbitration Court a claim for the nursing
aides to be included in the W.A. Nurses'
Association. An adjournment was granted
after the Hospital Employees’ Industrial
Union of Workers had contested the claim.

We passed a Bill in this House a short
time ago including these nurses under the
Nurses Registration Act. The constitution
of the Hospital Employees’ Industrial
Union of Workers specifically says that it
does not include those who come under the
Nurses Registration Act and so, If this
Bill were passed, it would be tantamount
to saying to the Arbitration Court that we
believe the nursing aides should be taken
under the wing of the Hospital Employees’
Industrial Unlon of Workers.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That is where fhey
have been for many years.

Mr. GRAYDEN: But it would be tant-
amount to this Parllament saying to the
court that we believe they belong there,
but under the Bill we passed a short time
ago we are including them under the

That Is not quite
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Nurses Registration Act and that would
exclude them under the constitution of
the Hospital Employees’ Industrial Union
of Workers from belonging to that Union.
It is hoped in the near future to
amalgamate the Western Australian
Nurses’ Union and the Australian Trained
Nurses® Association, which 1s the Western
Australian branch of the Australian Nurs-
ing Federation and which, in turmn, s
affiliated with the International Council
of Nurses. If we passed this Bill it would
mean that these nursing aides could not
be included in that amalgamated body.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That would depend
on the Arbitration Court.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They would lose the
professional standing which they enjoy
under the Western Australian Nurses’
Union. If the Nurses’ Union did not have
these people included in its organisation
it would be, to say the least, wary of
training them because they would not be
bound by the same code of ethics that
applies to nurses. They would be & differ-
ent industrial body subject to different
awards and so on, such as overtime for
weekend work and the like. I feel that
the best interests of nursing in this State
will be served if we reject the Bill.

MR. READ (Victoria Park) ([(11.22): I
think it would be gquite wrong to put an
unquatified person on a professional board.
This Bill proposes to allow a person nomt-
nated by the Hospital Employees’ Indus-
trial Union of Workers W.A. to have a
seat on a professional board which has
for its purpose the registration of pro-
fessional people and deals with the proper
training of our nurses. The board registers
trained nurses who have to undergo a par-
ticular type of training and then pass
examinations, and in my opinfon it would
be wrong to appoint a person nominated
by a union whose members are not quali-
fled to judge who should er should not
be registered.

I do not think there would be an un-
qualified person on the Builders’ Registra-
tlon Board, the Medical Board, the Bar-
risters' Board or any other board set up
under an Act which is designed to protect
the standard of that particular profession.
The very wording of the proposed sub-
paragraph—“a person nominated by the
Hospital Employees’ Industrial Union of
Workers W.A'"—means that the unton
need not nominate one of its members.
Any person could be nominated.

Mr. Brady: They might nominate a
doctor.

Mr. READ: They might nominate me,
but I would not be qualified to sit on the
board and discuss the standard of any
trained nurse.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre—in reply}
[11.25]: I can see the difficulties from &
professional point of view but I do not see
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any reason why these people, who have
been fostered so long by the H.EU. and
are now being deprived of membership of
that organisation, should not have a re-
presentative on the hoard. The H.E.U.
has been the only organisation that has
taken any interest in these people and
there is no doubt that if the Bill becomes
law the union will choose & representative
from within its own category. It is only
fair that the union should have repre-
sentation.

The Minister for Health: A few years
age you denied that to the A.T.N.A and
the Nurses’ Union.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Conditions are
changing. They are somewhat different
now from what they were at that time.

The Attorney General: You have not
the responsibility. That is the change.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am satisfied to
accept my responsibility at any time; I am
not afrald of it.

The Attorney General: I know, and it
shows It.

Hon. E. NULSEN: All I am asking is that
the representation should be increased to
10 and it is only reasonable that this union
should have & representative. Of course,
as has been pointed out, they will be only
associates of the union; they will not be
full members because they have not the
qualifications although they have done fine
work. It has been pointed out that these
people would not have the ahility to de-
liberate, but I know a number of learned
men in this House who cannot debate or
deliberate as well as some of the so-called
uneducated people.

The Attorney General: Should they have
a vote in connection with a trained nurse?

Hon. E,. NULSEN: Why should they not?
I do not think it would be infra dig for
the members of the board to associate with
people who, as assistant nurses, are doing
such wonderful work.

The Attorney General: Why should
they have a say In the qualification of
a trained nurse?

Hon. E. NULSEN: Why should they
not? However, there are many organisa-
tions where a representative does not have
all the qualifications. The Atiorney General
knows that.

The Attorney Ceneral:
apart.

Hon. E. NULSEN: No it is not. I know
that the highly-trained nurse who be-
comes a sister is a very fine woman, and
girls of that type have done a wonderful
job. They bhave to study hard and es-
peciglly in these days when the science
of medicine has progressed 50 rapidly.
Sometimes the abllity of a8 nurse is equal
to that of a doctor, and on occasions she

That is quite
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has to do work which demands the know-
ledge of a highly-trained person. On the
other hand, I think that these nursing
assistanis, who have been members of the
H.E.U. for so many years, should be per-
mitted to continue as members of the
union and have a representative on the
board. We are not directing the Arbitra-
tion Court as to what it should do. This
Bill will have no influence upon it. If
it is passed, the only influence it will have
on them is that they will have representa-
tion, but the decision is still left to the
Arbitration Court. The Bill has nothing
to do with the court but they must appear
before it or a Conciliation Commissioner
before a deciston is reached on their regis-
tration.

The Attorney General: They do not have
to go before the court.

Hon. E. NULSEN: No. However, I hope
the Bfll will become law and that these
people will be treated in the same way in
the future as they have been in the past.
The only representation they have is
through the Hospital Employees’ Union.

The Minister for Health: And the nurses
in the hospital.

Hon, E. NULSEN;: I agree. I am not
speaking of the nurses derogatively, No-
one holds the trained sisters in higher
esteem than I do. They are wonderful
women and thelr educational qualifications
are of an extremely high standard.

Question put and negatived.
Bill defeated.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1952-53.
In Committe of Supply.

Debate resumed from fhe previous day
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Hill in
the Chair,

Vote—Legislative Council, £5,702.

MR. GUTHRIE (Bunbury) [11.33]: X
wish to draw the attention of {he Premier
to the state of the estuary at Bunbury.
The samples of the water taken near the
plug which was placed close to the town
show that it Is becoming badly polluted.
It is so bad now that the council has
placed signs on the bank, warning people
that they must not bathe there. The
other matter to which I wish to refer
is that relating to the cut from the
estuary to the sea, By the formation
of the plug and the sllting at that point,
all access from the estuary to the sea
has been cut off. When the Tydeman
plan was mooted, many people in the
district thought it would prove to be a
failure. However, 1t has turned out to
be a tragic blunder and it now appears
that nobody wants to carry the baby.
I will have more to say on the depart-
mental estimales.
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MR. MOIR (Boulder) [11.34]): I wish
to discuss a few matters affecting the
people in my electorate and also those
outside of it. Pirstly, I will deal with the
problem of miners who contract silicosis.
I am disappointed that no reference was
made to introducing an amendment to
improve the legislation dealing with these
men, and it appears that the Minister
for Mines has no ideas on the subject.
I think everyone will agree that the exist-
ing provisions are entirely inadequate for
miners suffering from industrial diseases.
Last year a Bill was Introduced into this
House which proposed to place those men-
on an entirely different footing but it
had many shortcomings; so much so that
following the debate in this Chamber it
was withdrawn in order that a confer-
ence could be called of the parties inter-
ested with a view to bringing down a more
suitable measure.

In the early part of this year that con-
ference was held and it lasted a couple
of days. Those represented were the
Chamber of Mines, the Mine Workers’
Relief Board, the State Insurance Office
and the AW.U. Full consideration was
glven to various proposals brought for-
ward at the conference and, with the
exception of the rates that should be
paid, the parties agreed to them in the
main. I attended that conference and 1
left it, together with other delegates, with
the feeling that a Bill would be brought
down during this session to give effect
to the decisions that had been reached,
bearing in mind, of course, tha} no agree-
ment had been arrived at on the weekly
payments. However, I was hoping that
Parliament would decide on an eguitable
payment to be made for men.

After some time I discovered it was
not the intention of the Government to
introduce new legislation, which is re-
grettable indeed. It would appear that it
is not greatly concerned about the miners
who are suffering from this industrial
disease. To miners in a certain state of
health the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund
makes payment after those men have ex-
hausted all the workers’ compensation {o
which they are entitled. I would remind
members that miners suffering from in-
dustrial diseases are governed by three
Acts. One is the Miners Phthisis Act,
which was the original legislation intro-
duced and which does not provide for
new cases, and the payments made to
those men who are affected by that legis-
lation are growing less and less each year.
Another is the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund Incorporated, which is known to
workers as the voluntary fund. It was a
fund contributed to voluntarily by workers
who wished to become members. It was
superceded by the present Mine Workers’
Relief Fund, and the liabilitles of the vol-
untary fund were taken over by the present
fund. So far as iis rules were concerned,
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the old voluntary fund has been practic-
ally out of existence since 1932, No
amendment can be made to those rules
and consequently the amounts of weekly
payments provided in them are the same
as those provided foday.

I thought that the Government, having
declded not to go on with the pneumoco-
niosis Bill, would have given some atten=
tion to the Mine Workers' Relief Act in
order that more adequate payments could
be made to these workers and that they
could be provided with the beneflts at an
earller stage of their disablement. It will
be remembered that the pneumoconiosis
Bill made provision for a man at an
earlier stage of his disablement than was
the ease under the existing legislation
covered by the Mine Workers' Rellef Act.
The chief objection from Goldflelds mem-
bers at the time was that the worker was
being asked to glve up too much and be-
ing offered too litle in return. Having
thought that the Government would see
fit to bring down amending legislation
to the Mine Workers’ Rellef Act, I was
surprised that there was no mention of it;
s0 on the 30th September I put a ques-
tion on the notice paper asking the Min-
ister for Mines—

(1) Does he consider that the Mine
Workers Relief Act provides for ade-
quate payments to mine workers who
have been disabled by silicosls ad-
vanced, tuberculosls, or silicosls with
tuberculosis?

The answer I received from the Minister
for Housing, who replled on behalf of the
Minister for Mines, was—

The appraisal of benefits under this
Act can only be determined on an
actuarial basis.

I fail to see what that answer had to do
with the question. I asked if he considered
that the Act provided adequate payments,
and the Minister told me that the benefits
cguld only he determined on an actuarial
basis. Of course, we all know that the
solvency of any fund can only be deter-
mined on an actuarial basis, so his answer
was quite beside the point. In answer
to a question llke that any reasonable
man would have replied “No.” That fund
provides only for the payment of 30s. a
week to a man if he is single and £3
& week to him and his wife if he is mar-
ried; that is, if he is disabled to the extent
that he has advanced silicosis tuberculosis,
or silicosis with tuberculosis. I might
say that when a man has advanced
silicosis, he is accepted by the Common-
wealth Social Services Department as be-
ing eligible for an invalid pension.

The other two cases for which the fund
provides are for a man who has tuber-
culosis—and we know he is seriously dis-
abled—or & man who has tuberculosis
and silicosis. Those are the three cate-
gories catered for by the Mine Workers’
Rellef Pund. The old voluntary fund,
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which has been taken over under the
Mine Workers’ Relief Act, did provide for
a contributor to that fund when he had
reached the early silicotic stage. For
reasons I have outlined, the payments
have not been altered, and cannot be
altered; they stand as they were in 1931
at 25s. & week for a man and £1 a week
for his wife. I also asked the Minister the
following question:—

Does he not consider that provision
should be made under the Act to en-
able a worker to leave the mining
industry before his heslth has been
irreparably damaged by silicosis early,
silicosis advanced, tuberculosis or sili-
cosis with tuberculosis?

The very wise answer I received was—
It is permissible for a worker to
leave the industry at any time and he
can be compensated up to the per-
centage of his disability under the
Workers' Compensation Act if af-
fected by the dlseases mentioned.

I am well aware that miners are not
prisoners; they are not sentenced to work
in the mines; they can and do leave them
at any time. I wanted to know whether
the Government was prepared to do the
decent thing by those miners, and to see
that they received decent compensation
for the diseases they contracted. It would
appear that the Government ls not pre-
pared to do anything in the matter. I
am afraid its attitude is the same as it is
to all other questions affecting the
Goldfields, namely, that it could not
care less. Probably there can be a
certain amount of wunderstanding of
that attitude in regard to other mat-
ters, but I fail to see why such an
attitude 1s taken towards workers who
have irreparably damaged their health
working in the industry. I earnestly re-
quest the Government to give serious con-
sideration to this matter and do some-
thing definite, because the position at pre-
sent concerning those workers is deplor-
able.

Another matter with which I want to
deal comes under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act, and concerns the rehabilitation
of workers who have suffered serlous in-
jury and cannot return to their normal
physical state of health. We have quite
a lot of workers that have heen seriously
injured in the industry, and are cripples
for the rest of their days. A man who
has been accustomed to working in a cer-
tain type of industry learns a particular
job—it mey be one requiring more muscle
than skill. If he has been injured, he
becomes more or less & human derelict
and continues as such until his ¢compen-
sation cuts out. After that, he has to
depend upon the invalid pension. He may
be quite a young man. Serious considera-
tion should be given to the provision of a
rehabilitation centre where such a man
could be taught some vocation, even if it
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were one that would occupy his atten-
tion only part-time. If he could engage
in some type of work he would be of
some use to himself and the community
generally.

At present many disabled workers are,
in effect, a dead loss to themselves, their
families and the community. I am aware
that the Workers' Compensation Act makes
provision for them in that subparagraph
(iii) of paragraph (g) of Subsection (13) of
Section 29 sets out that the board can do
what is deemed necessary with a view to—

providing factlities for rehabilitation
and re-employment of workers who
have sustained permsanent or tem-
porary disablement from personal in-
jury by sccident within the meaning
of the Act in accordance with the re-
commendations and estimates re-
ferred to in the last preceding sub-
paragraph when those recommenda-
tions and estimates have been ap-
proved by resolution of both Houses
of Parliament.

That provision was enacted, if I remem-
ber artght, in 1849, but absolutely nothing
has been done in the meantime for the
setting up of such facilities. I suggest
there is necessity for action along those
lires not only in the interests of injured
workers but of the public generally. We
must all have been appalled by the num-
ber of road accidents that are taking
place in Western Australia as well as in
the Eastern States. The problem is very
serious and is difficult to do much ahout.
Everybody must be concerned over the
large numbers of people injured in ac-
cidents that have assumed alarming pro-
portions, involving in many instances in-
juries of a more or less permanent nature.
People in that category would benefit
greatly by the provision of a rehahilita-
tion eourse that would enable them to
learn some vocation in which they could
earn a competence for themselves.

I know many people whe have sustained
accidents in mines. Some of them have
suffered from back injuries and can work
only when sitting down. They could do
that all day if only they had something
to do with their hands. Not only would
that enable them to keep themselves oc-
cupied, but it would create a feeling of
confldence in themselves and engender
more self-respect. If somefhing along
those lines could be accomplished, it would
be a great factor at least towards partial
recovery from their injuries. It would give
them an added interest in life. Anyone
who has been a victim of a serlous acci-
dent tends to lose much of his self-con-
fidence because of the psychological effect
upon him. If something could be achieved
to rehabilitate such sufferers, £ great ser-
vice would be done not only to that sec-
tion of the community, but to the public
generally.
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Another matter that is causing concern
on the Goldfields is that of assistance
to the mining industry. That subject has
been debated to some extent already dur-
ing the session. The Estimates do not
seem to contain provision for more assist-
ance to the goldmining industry than the
meagre amount that has usually been
available in recent years. I say advisedly
that the assistance has been meagre. When
this matter was debated in the House a
little while ago, the Minister for Housing,
representing the Minister for Mines, made
reference to what he deseribed as a very
substantial sum of money advanced last
vear to the goldmining Industry. The
figures he gave were entirely misleading
and, in fact, iInaccurate. He satd—

I am advised that last year the
Government assisted various gold-
mining companies to the tune of ap-
proximately £160,000. I notice that
two or three of them received £20,000,
others £7,500 and so on,

On page 78 of the Auditor General’s re-
port we find just how much assistance
was given to the goldmining industry last
year. The details show that the total
amount was £9,976 9s. 3d.—vastly different
from the amount of £160,000 that the
Minister for Housing referred to. The
report shows that the assistance given to
lead mining totalled £1,615 16s. 3d. and to
tin mining, £4,281 1s. 1d., making a total
of £15,873 65. 7d. I say that the Minis-
ter's statement that the goldmining in-
dustry received financial assistance to the
tune of £160,000 last year was entirely in-
accurate and represents a different picture
altogether.

Financial assistance to the goldmining
industry last year of under £10,000 was
tantamount to no assistance at all. My
reason for saying that is that when I look
at some of the other items in the Auditor
General’s report and note that coalmining
was assisted to the extent of £238,248 3s,,
I realise that that is a totally different
story. I notice that one coalmining com-
pany in the last few years has been as-
sisted to the extent of £473,732. I have
ne objection to a coalmining company
being assisted, but I do take exception to
the fact that more substantial aid is not
being afforded to goldmining companies.
Admittedly the coalmining industry is
very important to the State, but so also
is the goldmining industry, which will con-
tinue to be of great importance. There is
a striking contrast between the assistance
given to coalmining and to goldmining.
Possibly the reason is that the goldmining
industry is located too far from Perth, but
there is nothing we can do about that.

Another matter that is causing concern
on the Goldfields, particularly in the Kal-
goorlie and Boulder areas, is the decision
to transporf{ coal from Collie to replace
wood as fuel for the Kalgoorlie Power
Corporation’s plant. This matter was
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ralsed in the Chamber earlier in the ses-
sion and, as a result, Goldflelds members
waited on the Premier by way of depu-
tation and discussed the position with
him. They explained the effect that the
change-over would have and asked the
Premier to consider the matter. On the
10th November, I recelved a letter in reply
and I am concerned chiefly with the penul-
timace paragraph, which reads—

This new coalburning plant cannot
be utilised for any fuel other than
coal, and it may be some time yet
before the corporation can be assured
of receiving adequate and regular sup-
plies of coal. Once these supplies are
assured, however, the Power Corpora-
tion, as a private company, is en-
titled, on the score of economic run-
ning and efliciency, to change from
its filrewood bplant to coalburning
plant—

I want members to note the concluding
portion—

—and intervention by the Govern-
ment to prevent this change-over
would be entirely illegal and would,
even If it were legal, be bitterly re-
sented by the shareholders of the
Power Corporation.

In view of the foregoing, I regret
that there is no action which the
Government can take to avoid the
ultimate closing down of the firewood
cutting operations.

As a result of the change-over from wood
to coal fuel, 500 workers on the Lake-
wood woodline and approximately 40 work-
ers on the Kalgoorlie Power Corporation’s
plant will be thrown out of employment.
There are 1,500 people living in and
around the townsite of Lakewood, which
will go out of existence. The Premier
mentioned in his letter that fhe share-
holders of the power corporation would
bitterly resent any interference by the
Government, but I should like to know
whether he is more concerned about the
bitterness of the shareholders than about
the bitterness of the people who will lose
their emplpyment and who will have to
leave their homes and seek houses and em-
ployment elsewhere.

Some years ago the Government guaran-
teed the bank overdraft of the firewood
company to the extent of £160,000. Of
this amount, £115,000 was for the pur-
chase of the assets of the Goldfields Fire-
wood Supply Company, £20,000 to provide
working capital and £25,000 for mechani-
sation. The guarantee has been reduced
by £40,000 and the present limit is there-
fore £120,000. If the company goes out
of existence, presumably an amount in the
vicinity of £120,000 of the taxpayers'
money will go down the drain. I do not
know whether the Government holds any
security over the assets of the company
but if it does, they would not he worth
much because they would be of value only
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while being used for the purpose of pro-
ducing firewood. The equipment would
not be of use for anything else. The com-
pany has well over 100 miles of light rail-
way laid with 40-1b rails, and they have
been down for about 40 years. Similarly
with the locomotives and rollingstock; the
locomotives were rejected by the Govern-
ment Rallways 35 or 40 years ago and,
while they were suitable for the woodline
wlgé-k, they would be useless anywhere
else,

Another aspect ought to be considered.
The member for Kalgoorlie asked cer-
tain questions about the freight rate to
be charged on hauling the coal from Collie
to Kalgoorlie and, from the answers given,
he estimated that the Government would
be prepared to haul the coal at 1.26d. per
ton mile which, allowing for 1,100 tons a
week as the requirements of the power
corporation, would represent an annual
loss of £137,000. So the shareholders in
the Kalgoorlie Power Corporation, the
majority of whom do not reside in this
area, let alone in the State, might
bitterly resent any interference from the
Government in the transport of coal.
They must be very happy that the Gov-
ernment is going to make them a present
of £137,000 a year. The taxpayers of
this country, too, should bitterly resent
the fact that in the first year the Lake-
wood line goes out of existence and coal
is hauled to Kalgoorlie, there will be a
loss of £257,000 to the revenue of the
State. The Government is not called on
to interfere with anybody at all, but In
agreeing what it has undertaken to
do, it s responsible for a serlous dis-
service to that area without any beneflt
%ml:;uing to the community on the Gold-

elds.

I have not heard one word from any-
body concerned with the enterprise that
power is going to be a fraction of a penny
cheaper to the users In the Kalgoorlle
and Boulder areas. It seems that it will
be of benefit only to the shareholders
in the Kalgoorlie Power Corporation. For
the Government to undertake to carry
coal there at such a huge loss as £137,000
is shocking.

The Premler: Whose figures are they?

Mr. MOIR: They are based on flgures
which were supplied to the member for
Kalgoorlie in reply to questions he asked,
and on which he made estimates. The
figures disclosed that the coal would be
taken there at a loss. It may be remem-
bered that he could not be supplied with
the exact information and he wanted to
know how, if the correct fleures could
not be ascertained, the Rallway Depart-
ment could compute any rate at all. He
is an experienced rallwayman and has
a very wide knowledge of freights, and he
would be likely to be very careful in work-
ing out these estimates. I should say
they were correct.
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Mr, Styants. The estimated weekly
tonnage Is 1,100 tons and the frelght rate
is 126d. per ton mile. As the average
cost on the railways i3 3.25d. per ton
mile, it can easily be reckoned out.

Mr. MOIR: Evidently somebody in
authority is very generous to the Kal-
goorlie Power Corporation at the expense
of the taxpayers and the Government.
We also have the question of rolling-
stock. We have been told that the Gov-
ernment has to allow private transport
to0 take over quite a lot of its haulage,
simply because it has not the rolling-
stock, Yet it is going to find locomotives
and rollingstock to haul coal from Collie
to Kalgoorlie! Evidently this company
must have a tremendous pull to be able
to persuade the Government to agree to
what 1is be done. The shortage
in rollingstock has to be made up from
somewhere, and I am wondering how
the Premier will get on when the
super carting season comes around and
1,100 tons of coal have to be hauled
as far as Kalgoorlie. I take it that there
will be more than 1,100 tons of super
which the railways will not be able to
haul in consequence.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is that of school amenities in my elector-
ate, From time to time representations
have been made in this connection, but
I do not know of one single instance
where we have met with success. We
seem {0 be up against the problem of
shortage of funds. Yet there are hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds available
for expenditure in certain parts of the
metropolitan area!

The Premier: No.

Mr, MOIR: There seems to be no
difficulty in finding hundreds of thousands
of pounds for jobs at Kwinana and quite
large sums of money for a steel rolling
mill. These things are very necessary
perhaps, but it is galling to know that at
the same time it is not possible to obtain
& shade shed for a schoolyard on the
Goldflields to shelter children from the
flerce rays of the sun. People complain,
too, that they do not have proper facill-
ties for cooling drinking water.

The Premier: You have had a lot of
money spenf on the Goldfields in con-
nection with schools over the past few
Fears.

Mr. MOIR:
has been spent.

The Minister for Education:
soon tetl you.

Mr. MOIR: I would be very pleased
to know. I spoke to the Minister for
Education last year about certain very
desirable improvements that were needed
at the Eastern Goldfields Distriet High
School. I think something was done in
relation to one building.

[77

I do not know where it

We will
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The Minister for Health: A great deal
was done. I saw considerable difference
when I visited it the other day.

Mr. MOIR: I know that certain things
have been done, but there are others
that badly need doing. Another matter
to which I wish to refer concerns water
supplies. I do not know whether the Gov=
ernment is tired of hearing me speak
about this but I will continue o do so
while the position remains as it 1s. I
do not see that any provision has been
made for enlarging the pipellne to give
adequate supplies to the Goldfields.

The Premier: Would that not come
under the Loan Estimates and not the
Revenue Estimates?

Mr. MOIR : Yes.

The Premier: I will introduce the Loan
Estimates on Tuesday,

Mr. MOIR: On Tuesday?
The Premier: I hope.

Mr. MOIR: Provision is being made
for pumps, but if no steps are taken to
get the water along the pipeline, it is not
much use putting in larger pumps. We do
not want to see these things happen in
10 years’ time but in the reasonably fore-
seeable future. Earlier this session I oh-
talned s number of flgures from the
Minister for Water Supply which showed
a very poor position so far as the Gold-
flelds are concerned. Next month water
restrictions will be imposed there. That
is nothing new for us. We have that
every summer. The people are getting
stck and tired of these restrictions. On
the 11th September, the member for Mt.
Marshall asked where certain 24-inch dia-
meter mains were situated on the Gold-
fields pipeline. The answer was that they
were on the Goldfields ena. The Minister
stated-—

There is no immediate call for re-
placement of any of the sections of
the 24-inch main in order to give in-
creased capacity. There are other
sections of the 30-inch main, par-
ticularly near Mundaring and Cun-
derdin, which must be replaced first
to cope with increased pumping when
the new pumping station is completed
at Mundaring.

That may be so, but when the pipes
have not the capacity to take water to
the Guldflelds, what would be wrong with
enlarging them? According to .the snswer,
there is a distance of abou{ 35 miles of
the small-diameter pipes. The exact dis-
tance is 32 miles 25 chains, according fo
the answer given by the Minister. We
know that a chain is only as strong as its
weakest link, and so the capacity of a
pipeline 1s governed by the smallest dia-
meter pipes in it. The present pipe has
not sufficlent capacity to deliver the water
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that is required, and more demands are
being made on it all the time. This also
applies in the agricultural areas where
the Government is proceeding to glve the
people the water they want.

Those people are entitled to water, bub
not at the expense of the residents on the
Goldfields. After all, the pipeline was
constructed to supply water to the Gold-
fields If the Government wishes to make
provision for the people in the agricult-
ural areas, it should first see that all thd
facilities are adequate for lifting the
water and supplying it fo everyone who
requires it. It is not good enough that
people on the Goldfields should go on
year after year having these serious water
restrictlons imposed on them. We must
remember, too, that we pay more than
enough for water in comparison with what
people in the metropolitan area pay. I
understand that the Government has set
up a committee of Inquiry to see whethen
it i1s feasible to Institute s flat rate for
water supplies.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.25 a.am.
{Thursday)
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

MILE, POWDERED.
As to Shoriage of Supplies, Goidfields.

Mr. O'BRIEN asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is she aware that powdered milk is
in short supply and urgently required on
the North-Eastern and Murchison Gold-
fields, and particularly at Mt. Ida?



